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CHAP. I. 

A fca 6f melting pearl, which fome call tearb, 

She tendered t 

With them, upon her knees, her humble feJf, 
Wni^tjg her hands, whofe whitenefs fo became them. 
As if but now they waxed pale for woe. 

SttAKi»rsAa« 


Towards the clofe of a beautiful 

eveaiog, in the autumn of 1343, as 
Count Ifenbiirgb, with, his friend Sigif- 
mond Mansfeidt, wet# retmrniug ffom 
a ride* through ad eadeaive fiireft near 

VOL I — B 
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Colditz, their attention was fuddenly 
by th^ appearance of a very 
yoUiijg^and beautiful female figure, in 
vflible agitation, and at a Ihort dif- 


tance. 


At the fame infiant, uttering an 
exclamation Ot lurpnfe, they inftinil- 
i\eh huriicd towaids the fpot ; but» 
before the> could addrefs the objedl 
that att railed them, the, in the moft 
emphatic manner, intreated their pro- 
tedion. 


“ I am (added (he) the moft for- 
lorn, and unfortunate cr€^atUTe in ex- 
iftence I bereft of my only friend, and 
even ignorant where I now am, and 
whilho* my ftep® carry me- I have 
travelled in dw frightful wood*fince 
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eight o’clock in the morning ; and, 
though happily efcapifig danger, have 
been tortured by every terrific fear 
that can fliock the imagination! my 
ftrength now fails; if you refufe me 
fuccour and protci^on, 1 mufi inevit- 
ably die.” 

You niay command our ferviccs, 
(eageily interrupted Sigifmund,) Ipeak 
but y<?iir withes: you . appear linking 
with fatigue ; allow me to place you 
on my horfe, and I will conduct you 
to the ^lace of your dcfli nation, how- 
ever cHflant !'* 

“ My caftle is ftarcc a league from 
hence, {cried Ifeuburgh*) let us, for the 
prJ'ent, at any rale, haften thither.” 

Oh! let me txinjurc you , to 
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du(5>. me to Leipfic !” (replied the 
flranger:) ‘‘ Impoffible ! (returned 
Ifcnburgli) Leipfic is above fix leagues 
from this place. It would be madncfs 
to attempt to reach it to night! Be 
afllired you arc with thofe upon whofc 
honour you may r«ly, and who will 
prote(5l you from all danger. Be ad- 
vifed then, and accept the flielter of 
my cafile.*’ 

Further entreaty was uuneceffary * 
the young ftranger had fallen, to 
appearance lifelcfs, upon the arm of 
Sigifmund, juft as Ifenburgh ceafed 
fpeaking. 

Mutually alarmed, they confulted 
for a few minutes in what manner 

c 

they (hould Ifeuburgh ftrongly 
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urged liaflening immediately to his 
caflle ; but Sigifniiind trembled, left 
carrying her a league, in a ftate of 
infOnlibility, might produce fatal con- 
fequences ; when Ifenburgh fortunately 
perceived a ftream at a very ftiort dif- 
tance, to which he inftantly hurried, 
and bringing fome water in his cap, 
plentifully fprinkled the face of the 
ftranger, who, in a (hort time, gave 
figns of returning life, ' which was joy- 
fully perceived by Ifenburgh and Si- 
guftnund; and, placing her upon (he 
horfe of the latter, they haftily took 
the road to the caftle. 

Upon their arrival, Ifenburgh fum- 
moned the principal of his female do- 
tne^ics, and, to their charge giving the 
yet half-fainting ftranger, repaired, with 
B 3 
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Si^al'nuind to the library", where Ihe 
becanic the ib!e fubjed of their dif- 
coorle and wonder. 
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CHAP. IL 

——The friend£hips of the world are oit 
Confederacies in vice, or leagues of picafure, 

ADDIIOX* 


Count Ifenburgh was juft nineteen 
years old, of diftinguiftied birth, and 
latge fortufte, perfectly handfome, and 
genteel ; and uncontrouled mafter of his 
aclions. 

i.eft an orphan in early infancy, and 
placed under the guardianftiip of a gen- 
B 4 
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tleman of extreme good nature, but 
moderate abilities, who, while he loved 
him as an engaging child, reverenced 
him as his fuperior. Young Ifenburgh 
grew daily more arrogant, prefuming, 
and felf-willed ; and the good difpiofi- 
tions with wdiich nature had endowed 
him, were blafted by exceffive and per- 
petual indulgence. 

Yet, to a fuperficial obferver, Jfea- 
burgh tlilt was amiable and attraiSire; 
pciTedly well educated as to exterior 
manners, and naturally good-tempered : 
he was often agreeable v focietjr ; nor 
had fortune’s favors and flattery fpoiled 
him beyond retrieval. 

But his temper was violent; and 
the fraalleft (hadow of contradidion ex- 
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afperated him to the utmoft extreme oi' 
paffion. 

His acquaintance wicn Sigifmund 
commenced at Leipfic, where they had 
each received their education ; and, 
though of very oppofite difpofilioiis, a 
degree of intimacy had fucceeded. 

Mild, amiable and fincere, Sigif- 
mdtid attra(5led tiniverfal regard; his 
reaifoh was beyond his age, and he 
very fuperior talents. 

Baron Mansfeldt, his father, though 
fond of his fon, of whom the moil 
carelefs parent might have been proud, 
not unfrequently treated him with 
a'uftejgty, and generally with cold^ 
uefs. 
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The Baronefs, (who was one of the 
nioft amiable of women,) though re- 
inning at this conduift, could not reverfe 
it : and, though idolizing Sigifmund 
with the extreme warmth of maternal 
affe<5\i(>n, was unable to procure him 
the indulgencies her ardent tenderhefa 
deli red. 

I'he Baron was penurious, though 
wealthy ; and to the friendfW|j^ of 
Ifeaburgh, Sigifmund was often incfaibt- 
ed, for being extricated from miny 
cmbarralTments into which he was in- 
volved through the pailiinonioua fpirit 
of liis father. 

Attached both by nature and gra- 
titude to his mother, who had, ever 
performed, in the fuUeft extent, the 
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important duties of that charader j Si- 
gifmund -was chiefly at the caftle where 
(he refided, and it was merely to oblige 
Ifenburgh that he had confented to 
pafs the (hooting feafon with him at 
his eflate near Colditz, where they had 
only arrived three days when the ad- 
venture occurred mentioned in the lafl 
chapter. 
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CHAP. III. 


Tli^* doom of op’nmg flowers, unfuUicd beauty, 
Softnefs, and iwcecefl irmoccrtcc <hc weftrs^ ^ 

And looks like nature in the world’s fijrft fpring. 

aowa. 


The following morning Ifenborgh 
had the pleafure to hear fhan fais fer- 
vants, that the ilranger feemed infi- 
nitely more compofed; and had fent 
a requeft, to fee both himfeif and.Si- 
^ifrauird, for a few minutes. 
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Both gentlemen eagerly obeyed the 
fummons, and haftened to the apart- 
ment in which was the •lady, whom, 
if they had thought beautiful the pre- 
ceding evening, when overpowered witli 
terror and fatigue, they now thought 
angelic ! 

She appeared fcarce fifteen, (lender, 
and elegantly formed; and the har- 
ra(^y of, her features, and inimitably 
turned countenance, were rendered yet 
more fafeinating by the uncommon 
brilliancy , of her complexion. 

Her dark Orown hair, which was re- 
dundantly luxuriant, was braided round 
her head in the Grecian manner : hei 
drefs^ was a loofe dra|)ery of white 
muflin ; and from a gold chain that 
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hung round her neck, was fnfpended 
a large enamelled heart, rielily fet 
round with diamonds. 

Upon the entrance of Ifenbiirgh 
and Sigifmund, (he rol'e badily from 
her feat, and advancing towards them, 
energetically exclaimed : 

“ My generous prefcrverrt' in wh>at 
words can I exprefs my gratitude aiid 
thanks ! from what Immlttent perils 
have you faved me? — oh, gracidut 
heaven ! I yet diudder at the dangers I 
have efcaped! langi^age is. too weak; 
and my heart too full, to allow me 
fpeech to exprefs my feelings $ but, 
may that fame Power which, in pity 
to my diftrefs, font you to my ^id, 
(hower eternal bieflinga cqpon you V* 
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You value the triflinc^ fcr\ icc 
we were fo happy as to (hew you too 
highly, (replied Ifenburglv) To ha\e 
relieved your diftrefs, I fhall ever con- 
fider as the mofl: valued moment of 
my exiftence ! May I flatter myfelf, 
that, in future, you will condefeend 
to k>ok upon me as your mofl zealous 
friend; and, happily one, who has the 
ability, as well as the will, to ferve }ou.'' 

Alasv (anfwered the lady, burfling 
into tears,) it is impoffible for any 
mortal to befriend me! my forrowb 
cannot be alleviated!” 

Might we but aflt to be made 
acquainted with thofe affliiflions, (cried 
Sigifimund,) we might be able, at any 
rate, to foften them.” 


16 


fugitive of 


I ought not to have any referves 
with fuch generous friends as I have found 
you, gentlemen ; (returned the lady,) 
nor is it necefl'ary. My name is Eftella, 
but wlio, and what my parents are, 
I am totally ignorant. As long as I 
can iecolle<51, I have lived in a fmall 
cottage, {ituated in a very retired part 
of the forcft in which you fourtd me, 
and concealed from common obf^fva- 
tion by thick and lofty trees. 

Madame VeldeOtz, the ohly j^erfon 
who ]i\cd with me, called herfelf Mf 
governefs ; and, to my frequent en- 
quiries of who I was, and if I might 
ever hope to fee my parent#? always 
replied, that the was bound by the 
moft folemn oaths, never to divulge 
the feci'ct ; but that the day would. 
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perhaps, arrive, when I (hould know 
my family hiftory ; and that, in the 
mean time, I mull attend unceafingly 
to the inftruifiions (he bellowed, as if 
the time Ihonld ever come that I fhould 
be introduced into the world, it would 
he neceffary that I Ihould be accom- 
plished and well-informed ; and if I 
remained in folitude, my acquirements 
would he a never-failing refource againll 
wearinefs. 

, To the extent of my abilities, J 
profited by her iaftru<5iions ; and the 
cuftom of learning grew habitually fo 
plcafing to me,, that though we gene- 
rally rofe at fix o’clock, mufic, draw- 
ing, reading and needle-work, (occa- 
iiOnal^y diverfifying the time with 
walks near to our little dwelling,) fo 
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engroffed me,^ that the day gene- 
rally fcemcd too (hort for our avo- 
cations. 

Madame Veldentz, who was an 
excellent manager, contrived, by keep- 
ing poultry, and cultivating out, littte 
garden, to have fo few wants, that 
there was feldom occafion for her 
vifiting Colditz ; tmt fometimes that 
ftep was neceffary, and her ettftom 
was then to go with the* fifft dawn of 
morning, and leave me in our cottage, 
which the carefully locked and pad- 
locked- Often did I fruitlefsly urge 
her to permit me to mxompat^y hen 
She was always deaf to my introaties 
till about two months ago, when I 
attained my fifteenth year; then*, over- 
powered by my repeated foMcitations, 
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£he confented that I rtioyld attend her 
the Ibllowing morning. What was my 
delight at obtaining this permiffion ! 
I had never feeji any habitation but 
our own, nor any human being but 
Madame VeWentz, (a few working 
people excepted, who I but rarely had 
feen in the foreft;) but I had read 
wbnderfhl accounts of towns, cities, 
and mankind in general ? and my heart 
flattered with expedation and delight 
at the wonders I ihould behold ! 


: “ Madame Veldentz, even when the 
morning arrived, feemed reluftant that 
I fliouid Company her; but my in- 
trchties were too powerful for her good- 
nature to wlthftand ; and enveloping 
me in»a thick veil, we left our cottage, 
and took the road to Colditz. 
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“ We had fcarce proceeded half a 
league, when a man, wrapped up in a 
large great coat, fuddenly Overtook us ; 
and, making a full flop, eariicfliy fur- 
•vcycd us. The countenance of Ma- 
dame Vcldentz fuddenly became over- 
clouded, but whifpering to me to keep 
my veil carefully over my face, we 
continued to walk-on a few hundred 
yards, when my governefs, proteftitig 
flie was feized with a violent cramp, 
iniifted upon returning; and, though 
mortified at my difappointment, I could 
no longer oppofe her tefolution. 

Upon our arrival at our cottage, 
Madame Veldentz feemed gloomy and 
unhappy; and when I expreffed my 
cliagrin at the failuie of my wifhes 
ni the morning, pettiflily chid me; 
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and, upon Iny adding, that I ho{)cd 
the next lime fhe.vififed Colditz, 1 
ihould be more fortunate, (he harftily 
declared, no perfuafions fliould again 
induce her to allow me to bear her 
company. 

“ Though vexed at this declaraticMi. 
I did not dare repine ; but flattered 
myfclf time might relax what I thought 
the feverity of my governefs. 

‘‘ A few mornings" after this adven- 
ture, .whilft walking in our little gar- 
den alone, I perceived, at a very 
(hort diflance» the fame rhan who had 
met us in the foreft. 

Alarmed at his appearance, though 

» 

from what caufe, I could not affign, 
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I hurried in doors, and haitening to 
Madame Veldentz, informed her of 
his appearance. 

“ Madame Veldeatz turned pale at 
my information, and feemed for feme 
minutes deliberatitrg how to a6t; then 
turning to me, flie faid flernly ; 

Eltella, it is . neoetfary X ihould 
fpeak with this wlro has thus 

alarmed you ; but obferve, itmain in 
this chamber till tny returUr 

“ So faying, flie haflily <jukted me; 
and I heard her, after clofing the 
carefully lock it. 

Surptifed at a conduct for which 
I could by no means account, I ran 
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eagerly to the window, hoping IVom 
thence to be able to obfcrve her con- 
dudl to the flranger. 

“ I was not difappointed ; I law 
Madame Vcldcntz walk britkiy to (ho 
Ipot where ftood the unknown, who, 
upon feeing her, haficned inftantly to- 
wards her ; he feized her hand ; flic 
did not remove it, and their converfa- 
tion feemed equally, intereftiug. 

“ At, length they fat down upon the 
body of a tree that lay upon the ground 
adjacent ; and, for above three hours, 

feenned abfdrbed in an interefting con- 
verfation. 

“ At laft they arofe, and, feemhig to 
bid each other farewell, the ^^unknown 
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itnmerged deeper into the wood, and Ma- 
dame Veldenft returned to our cottage- 

“ During that whole day, Ihe feemed 
full of refleftion, and to my repeated 
interrogations, refpedling the ftrange 
gentleman, replied, that the time 
would come when I fhould know every 
thing, but that for the prefent I muft 
forbear curiofity. 

Jufl as I had taken leave of her for 
the night, and was preparing to go to 
bed,- flie. fuddenly informed me, flie 
niuft vifit Colditz on the next day, but 
forbade me, on pain of her difplea- 
fure, to alk to accompany her- 

I obeyed, though reluAantJy, and 
went to bed; but deep was a Granger 
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to my eye lids; tlic myRerioiis conduct 
ol’ my govcnicis, the* iin;iorounta})le 
appearance of the flranger, altogctlKT 
Lfewiidered my idc'as, and 1 })airc(i tlie 
Vv’iiole night in a tea of wonder and 
doulit, and ‘arofe in the morning, 
with even iucrcaled alarm and appro- 
heniion. 

In fpitc of my endeavours to conquoi 
the iiotion, I could iiot perfiuide d 
but that Madame Vc‘lfk;ntz \va'« ;/ .* 

to quit me for e\ or; and the idfa vti , 
fo fixed U[K)n me, that i aclualf 
acquainted her wdh ttv; lif ph icjirg a'ld 
clinging , to her, as die loli to depai p 
hefought her for pity’s i’alc; nut to 
abandon me ! 

vdi.. I.— 
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“ Madnme Veldent^ feemed really 
Ihocked at my concern ; yet, half chiding, 
hair foothing, in fome part relieved my 
tears, and endeavoured to convince me 
of their fallacy. 

But when at the expiration of hall 
hour Ihe arofe, to depart, niy terrors 
nHurned with additional violence, nor 
could I be pacified, till fhc faithfully 
promifed to relinquifh the idea of vifit- 
ing Colditz that day. 

Satisfied at having obtained this 
promife, I commenced my cuftoriiary 
employments, and when night came, 
teaderly carrefied Madame Veldentz, 
thanked her for having humoured my 
weaknefs, and promifed, never again 
to a<5i fo unrcafonably. 
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Indeed, in that very (hort fpace of 
time, nly fears had lulled to rell, and I 
bluilied at having fora moment indnlgCiJ 
them. 

Mygovernefs feemed much afl'eded 
by my behaviour ; her tears flov/ed, and 
her agitation was exceffive. 

“ At lafl, after bidding me a tender 
adieu, and making me fwallow a cordial, 
which flie faid would be ferviceable, 
fhe retired. 

‘‘ The following morning I flept longer 
than ufaal, in confequence, I imagined, 
of the medicine I had taken the preced- 
ing night. 

c 2 
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I role and haftened to the room 
where we ufiially breakfafted, in full 
expedation of feeing Madame Veldentz, 
blit the room feemed defolate and 
forfaken ; I again returned up 
and called upon the name of my 
govT^rnefs repeatedly, but w'as iliU un- 
lliceei’sful. Half frightened, I haflened 
to the '^garden door, thinking it might 
be probable fhe was walking in the 
garden ; alas, my fears then increafe d 
to an alarming degree ; I perceived the 
key removed, and that the door 'was 
tail locked from the out fide ! 

"" Convinced that Madame Veldentz 
had put her feheme in ^exeeulion of 
uoing to Colditz, all my fuccceding 
fears rufiied into my imagination, I 
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returned to ilic i>:irloiir (juite (iil'cotvfn- 
lute, till by cinince a k Her dit (Vied lur 
me, in the hand of my l.o. eniei'-, ( aiy-hl 
my attention ; 1 ielzid it cr.ucr! ;uv] 
this was the; diftretrmg epidle.” 

So faying, Eftella put* a final 1 note, 
into Sigifaiund’s hand, who read as 
follows : 


TO ESTELLJ. 

Peculiar circumftances conftrain 
me to a(5l in a manner infupportably 
diftrefling to my feelings? my dear 

m 

Eftelia, I muft leave you ! you but too 
prophetically divined iny defire for 
vifiting Coiditz this day ! yes, my 
•child, we muft for the prt*fent feparate ; 
but I do not leave you friendlefs, 
c 3 



JO FUGITIVE OF 


“ I have arranged a feheme for 
your future life, which I hope will be 
productive of eale and comfort. 

“ The Abbefs of the Convent of St. 
Clare, is my relation ; I have written 
to her this day concerning you ; fhe 
will fetch you from hetice tomorrow 
raorninfil may (he arrive in time to 
deliver you this letter and teach you 
refignation to its contents t 


“ It is not now in my power to unravel 
the myftery of your bjrtli, or difclofe 
the reafons of my fiidden defcrtioii ! 

“ Never omit t6 wear your heart and 
chain ; refp^ft, and love the Abbefe of 
St. Clare, and entkavour to conciliate 
her affedlion ; (he is already difpoied to 



Tilt FOREST 3l 


love you, and the unalterable fwcctncfs 
of difpOiition you poflefs, will fuua 
ripen that inclination iqto a real 
frieudfhip ! 

And now farewell, deareft Eflella ! 
J muft not attempt to defcribe iny 
feelings at this cruel neceffity of leaving 
you; you know my tendemefs and 
alfe(5\ion, and mull believe the tlep 
deeply lacerates my bolom ; and that 
the effort proceeds from untainted 

by caprice I I dare not truft myfelf with 
another interview. 

May' Heaven preferve you f 

Agatha Vetden i z.” 

Judge what were my fenfatiou^ 
ailer perufing that cruel billet ! (cried 
Eftella, as Sigifraund ceafed reading) 
c 4 
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my tears and lamentations, thotigli 
confcioiis they were unavailing, were 
unccafing ! till at length the Idea flruck 
me, that by haflening to Leipfic, I might 
yet be able to overtake Madame 
Vcldentz, and by intreaty prevjail Upon 
her not to abandon' me. The thought 
of being placed at the Convent of St. 
Clare wfs infupportable ; and I deter- 
mined at all hazards to efcape fronl 
our little dwelling, that the Abbefs, 
who I fuppofed would very fhortly 
arrive, might find, her journey fruit- 
lefs. 


** The apprelienfion that I fliould 
fearce have fufllcicnt time td ‘efffeft nly 
feheme, accelerated my motions, and 
by the help of table cloths fixed to the 
window, I efcaped; and inutierging 
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into the foreft, eagerly fought the road 
to Leipfic; but alas, ignorant of the 
different paths, I feeined every minute 
further from the fpot I fought ; and 
tired and fatigued with being lb many 
hours walking, without taking the lead 
fuftenance, I fliould * certainly have 
died with fatigue, had • not your 
generous kindnefs, gentlemen, relieved 
me!” 

When Eftella ceafed fpeaking, both 
Ifenburgh and Si^fmmvd made her 
many acknowledgments for the con- 
fidence (lie had thewn them, and re- 
Deated their.offersof fervice. 

Eftella thanked them with the 
greMeft fvveetnefs, but faid flie had 
already been fufficiently troublefome ; 
c 5 
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that her only wifh was to find Madame 

Veldentz, and that by going to Leipfic 

fhe did not doubt but that (lie (hould 

obtain her defire, as the could not but 

imagine her governels would remain 

there, till (he (hould hear whether 
* 

the Abbefs of St. Clare diad conveyed 
her to the' Convent. 

“ Surely (cried Sigifijiund) you 
cannot ferioufly wifti to embark again 
in tliofe troubles from which you fo 
feverely fufFered yefterday! Pardon 
me, but though the conduit of Madame 
Veldentz is myfterious, yet it is very 
difcernablc, that (he, from refleition, 
abandons you ; and that, confequently, 
(he will take every ftep to avoid you ; 
indeed it is mod probable (he has quitted 
this part of the country.'* 
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“ Alas, (cried Eftella) I muft not 
remain here.’* 

“ Why not? (interrupted Ifcninngh 
eagerly), you are with tbofe who, to the 
laft moment of exiftence, will protexft 
you; and in a fpot where your fmallcft 
withes (hall be laws. Deign, then, 
charming Eflella, to remain in a 
caftle whefe you are fovereign, and 
relinquKh the chimerical notion of 
feeking a woman, who *mufl: be un- 
worthy of your tenderrrefs, (ince (he 
can refolve to abandon you.** 

Eftella feemed much averfe to this 
arrangement: Ifenburgh made ufe of 
every argument to perfuade her, and 
Sigifmuad alfo pleaded powerfully ; 
yet tfieir arguments were of no avail ; 
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and, though contrary to the opinion 
and wifhcs of* both the gentlemen, 
they were obliged to coincide witli 
her intention of gouig to Leiphe the 
following day, ftipulating, however, 
that they thould be permitted to ac~ 
company her. 

Shortly after this point was fettled, 

Eftclla complained of a violent pain in 

» 

her head, and feeming defirous of being 
left alone, Ifenbiirgh and Sigifnaund 
withdrew. 
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CHAP. IV. 


- — In one <hort hour 

Already am I gone an age of ! 


parotN. 




Upon quitting the apartment of 
Eftella, Ifenhurglt and Sigifmund re- 
paired* to the garden, and for fome 
time they each feemed plunged in 
thought.^ 
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At 1' ngth Ifenburgh, breaking fi- 
lence, exclaimed : 

“ I never could have fuppofed 
fuch a young creature as EftelJa could 
have been fo inflexible ! with what 
firinnefs ftie refifted our joint elidea- 
vours to perfuade her to rpmain licre !” 

“ She has, dou^tlefs, received a 
good education from that myfterious 
Madame Veldentz, (returned Sigil- 
mund,) (he feems fo well acquainted 
with the rules of propriety.” 

“ She is the moft angelic creature 
I ever beheld, (anfwered Ifenburgh ;) 
but Madame Velden,tz might ♦ have 
employed herfelf more to; the purpdfe 
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than in filling her little head with 
prudith notions.” 

“ She is truly fafcinating, (replied 
Sigifmund,) and I think that fear of 
deviating from propriety renders her 
yet more fo ; (for ❖hat female can 
be amiable who is not governed by 
thofe didates!) I muft confefs, that 
the condtKfl of Eftella, in determining, 
at all hazards, to feek her governefs, 
interefts mfe more forcibly than ever 
in her behalf." 

Ifenburgh turned his head on one 
fide to conceal a fetyrical fmile which 
efcaped him at the lait words of SHgif- 
mnnd, and the converfation took a 
Afferent turn. 
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Shortly after they had dined, Ifen- 
burgh, with Sig^fmund, propofed again 
vifiting Eftella, when a fervant entered 
to fay, that the young lady was alarm- 
ingly indifpoled. Shocked at this in- 
telligence, they inftantly hurried to her 
chamber, and found her reclining upon 
a fofa, with every fymptom of a high 
fever. 

Ifenburgh inftatntly difpatchcd a 
domeftic for medical advice, ami en- 
forced particular orders to his female 
fervants to fhevv every affiftancc to 
the invalid, who was foon after put 
to bed, and Siglfuiuad and Ifenburgh 
remained in an adjacent room, eagerly 
c.xpefting the apothecary, who, upon 
arriving, and feeing Eftella, pronounced 
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her illnefs to proceed from over fa- 
tigue, and ordered hef to be kept 
quiet. 

Durinct fome days, Eftella conti- 
nued ferioully ill ; but a natural good 
conftitution, aided by the ai'lidiious 
attention the received, at the ex])ira- 
tion of a fqrtnight, enabled lier to 
quit her apartment ; and, with re- 
turning health, her beauty feemed 
increafed even to additional loveli- 
nefs. 

No fooner did health return to 
Eftella, than (lie again expreffed her 
hope of finding Madame Veldentz; 
ahd, with many expreflions of grati- 
tude for the favours Ihe had received, 
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fignified her rntention of quitting the 
caflle, and repairing* to Leipfic. 

Ifenburgh, (who already began to 
feel for Eftella, what he denominated 
a violent paffion), ftrongly oppofed this 
intention ; ‘ and, finding all his argu- 
ments ineffedluah called upon Sigifniimd 
to fecond his Intreatles. 

Sigifmund^ however, to his fiirprize 
and vexation, profeffed his opinion, 
in many refpei^^ to concur with 
E Bella’s ; and propofed, that, at any 
rate, the Ihould remain at the convent 
of St. Clare, while enquiries were 
made after Madame Veldentz. 

In vain did Ifteolbiirgh lemind 
Eftella of the repugnance^ ftie had 
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expreffed, when reciting her hiftory, 
to the idea of refidiug in St. Clare 
convent, and that it was to avoid that 
ihe fled! Eflella was immovable; and 
it was at lafl agreed, that Sigirmund 
fhould carry a letter from her that 
night to the abbefs, informing her 
what had hapj>ened fince the depar- 
ture of Madame VeJdentz, and iii- 
treating to be received into the con- 
vent. 

Sigifmuod, therefore, fliortly after- 
wards, rode to the convtent of St. 
Cl^-ev arid delivered^ EfleUa*s letter 
to the lady abbefs; but what was 
his furprize and vexation, to find her 
mfohitely bent upon denying admits 
tance to poor Eftelli. 



OF 


'4h 

'f'he fiory oi' her illiicfs flie treated 
as a fahle, invented to- endeayelir to 
palliate her fault, in riemaining fo 
long in the manfion of a young and 
gay man; and enuineratihg the mif- 
chiefs and injury it would do to the 
convent, to introduee a* young perfon, 
whofe character, at bed, was equivocal, 
fhe pofitlvely refuf^d even to fee the 
objeft of her difpleafute. 

To the enquiries of Sigifmund 
after Madame Veldentz, ftie declared 
her total ignorance concerning the mo- 
tives of her flight, and refufed to fatisfy 
his curlofitf in any particular whatever. 

Finding aU attempts to perfuade 
the abbefs to admit, Eftella into tKe 
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coitvent inetFeaual, SigifniuiKl with- 
drew, and returned tS tlie cafUc of 
Ifenburgh, much chagrined at the Tail- 
lire of his ernbaffy. 

Upon enquiring for Ifenburgh, Si- 
gifmiind learned that a party of g(‘n- 
tlemeii had called, and that L(^ had 
gone'with them riding: not lorry that 
he had an opportunity to converlb 
with Eflella alone, he hafliiy iicw to 
her apartment, and found her nioil 
eagerly CKpeftiiig him. 

Though ' it ‘ was with the utinofl 
caution he acquainted her with the 
abbcfs*$ refolution not to receive her, 
and omitted the reflexion the had 
thrown upon her for t)ecoming a 
gjicfl in Tfenburglfs caftle, Eflella was 
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overwhelmed with grief at the infox- 
mation. Sigifraund had felt a growing 
affcdioii for Eftella even from the 
firft moment he had beheld her; and 
the fight of her diftrefs increafed his 
lovo with his commiferation. Unable 
to reprefs his feelings, he avowed 
the affedion with which fhe had 
iiil’pired him ; and the manner in 
which {he heard his declaration., con- 
\ inced him he was not difagreeable. 
I'heir converfation became interefting; 
Eftella expreflTed a hope that he would 
advife her how to ad; at the fame 
time faying, it was impoffiBle for her 
to remain at Ifenbtirgh*s caftle. 


Sigifmund heard that declaration 
with rapture; and, aduated more by 
love tha^n diferetion, entreated E/tella 
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to accept his hand, and, by that means, 
give , him a natural right to protcd 
her. 

Eftella heard this offer with ninch 
confufion, intermingled with gratitude. 
At length, recovering from her em- 
barrafsnient, the laid, “ flie was con- 
fident his family would never content 
to his cfpoufing a poor friendlcfs girl, 
deftitute in every refped as the was ; 
and that honour w#iild not permit her 
to take advantage of the • partiality 
witli which he honoured her, to his 
own detriment/* 

Though the mention of his family 
reminded Sigifmimd of tho^ auflerity 
of Jiis father, and of the little proba- 
bility "that he would ever con fciU to 
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union witK^ he yet con- 

tinued to urge his requeft, when the 
fudden entrance of Iftnburgli broke ofl 
their difcaurfe. 

Ifetibnrgh appeared gloomy and dif- 
contented ; Sigifmnnd felt chagrined at 
his fudden intrnfioiij atiti Eftella feem- 
ed ioll in refleiSyiont The converfa* 
tion was therefore fpiritleft,^ and ill 
fupported on all fides ; and, as foon 
us the pohibly could, Eftidia withdrew 
f(;r the night. After fhe had quitted 
the ap>aitment, Sigifniund related to 
Il'cHburgh the cenjiverfation he tiad wth 
the abbefs of St. 

Ifeiiburgh liftened to the paiticulacs 
with avidity, and it Wits evidetat- to 

It 

Sigifmund, that the refufai of the 
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abbefs to xeceive EileUa into- the con- 
vent, gave him - inwaill tatUfa^iott. 
From tnany thin^ that fell from Ifen- 
bui:;g^ daring their coaverfalioip, it was 
very apparent that he was in love 
with Eftella. Sigifmimd had fufpeAed 
it to be the cafe Ibortly after (he had 
been broi^ht -to the caftle ; but Ifen- 
burgh’s manner ,4hat night rendered 
the matter not to be doubted. 

Anxious to form a plan* which might 
enable him to convey Eftclla from 
the caftJe with all poffible difpatch, 
Sigifmimd pafted the whole night, after 
retiring to his m traverfing 

the «jom, and chealing new fchenies in 
his imagination. To propofe to marry 
her*iipenly, was what he did not dare 
to do, ’being wholly dependant upon 
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his father, (of whom he iiood in great 
fear,) and learce' twenty years old. 
At length he refolved to fend a note 
to Eftelta early in the morning, requeft- 
ing Ihe would meet him for half an 
hiNir'in the path, that he might havh 
an opportunity of hnj^dttg the conyer- 
fation which Ifehbuigh had^terrupted 
the preceding evliidiii:; 
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GHAm V. 


jfymithinlc I nm 

inSi ftovm and be petrHSi^ and lify thte my, 

So thou wiH yrooi but ellb, not Ibr the world* 
litttsdiH fidr SlgilhQiuiid^ 1 am too fond t 
And tlitDeifoie tltoii imyeA tfamk my beliavtour %ht, 
But tmil: mey ipentleman, I**!! prove more true 
Than tbolie that haw more cmudikg to be ftrange. 

SHAtaSPEAB. 


mk imm o 


Upon r«:eivilg^^^gifmund'8 billet, 
Eftdbi WEE greatijr divided how to adt, 
hef in^oEtiDO ftrongly prompted her 

D 2 



jpir©ii‘i^E OF 


5i 


to me^t him in the psrk, accoiding to 
his requeft, but ’ the appnehetifion 
that by- fq doing ftie raider 

herfelf to cenfnre, tSm^Bwd it^r 
determination. 

She already tfelt a* growing attach- 
nient to Stgiftaund tnd ^n' uiiOQnqtMt^ 
able <£flike to lliljfdMgK vhntwilh- 
ftanditig' the initrhed' attc^udlim ' and 
hnbou^ided otniiplai^ttice la«rer> 

Yet thou^ fHe' tefoifi^ never 
form a ciande^ne ’BWhKi’'’wl& S%iff 
inund; fim yet* ^oit^ Mhal the mo^ 
idgorotB codWHlont epigiiaa„iw 
for eadeaiirouifaignto-ift#^ 

IMp of a-'foungt 
amiaUe, in ho- 
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The tatter gaiaing ttrengtU 

upon ’ Ijer mind, ' (he ^ 'dertermined to 
meet Idm, and. faftty. quitting her 
cbamheiv (he with tretai^iog fteps 
• entered the park. 

If was* ^SflVtjely eight o’clodc in the 
morning. Ifenburgh, who never break- 
faded fill a'Jate‘^ur, was not rifen; 
but Sigiftnniid had been in the park 
ioTf a.’eonlhlenih^ ' and had 

^nearly relmquiftted the hq^es of feeing 
l^iella, when ' die feppeafed waUiing 
down the! avenue that led ftwn the 
hddfe. t He eagerly fprang toward* 
tier, 1^4' etcpreffedf ki the livelieft 
iiyiaitiri^'bis mplilte'at behcddie^ h(»« 
flie nonferred in 
aiHekding^Int’'^' an ' ojfjpartuitity . of * dif- 
couffing with har alone; and renewed 
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il»e «r^0ieats h«' made ttfe of 

^ preC3edlng*«veA}Bg, to bet: 

to qak the.i^ctkfile' of Itbnbui^lii ttnd 
leceive his faith at the aitar. 

Efielia,'' thtMigh fliev’inould- oot at- 
tempt contfcfih thes fh'^ljihfeB fhe 
entertained Ibr ' hiia; *1^ 

fufed bet aflfent tn hi« 

^ Otir ao^intakic^^IlH^ b8£n tab 
fhort, (ackicd iet> hm 

enabled to < 

and charatfler fuifidentiy to jicerlam 
if I am fctdctdi^i»^4 j44b»ii{>r, 
even iri'Vi^ ^tpmm iipilll# lim 
yfd ih Hhrth' 1Q« 

the authors of a&j^»SNI|fcii?<*®*d4^illMdt 
rank in ft(ciety» I coaM la^e^advan- 
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tage ©f jrwr gcatergflty and. afiWUon, 
t<^;iild«tO(^ you to iotm «n aiQianioe with 
doe diktat k, ntoH psobabiy* much be- 
neath you?” 

” Oh» <br heaven'* fake, my 
d^reA (ijitci^{^edSigifmund,) 

ctga fm$>Qfe me £? fordid and mean 
as to regitd^ fooh triding oonfidera- 
tidns? Do tnoreiuftioe to my afTeAion, 
and' ,b« oo drcumdances 

oouhipbaoge^at regard which is fixed 
jfiaiely your^itf 

" Ah*, (oded fifleUa,) though fioh 

4ei|r SrOetim fetUimcnts, yet 

lefMemhfer yoiahVfP parents and /r«mds, 

wh%,tMltWb..»*P<!ft y*» * 

,®»iA 
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, “ *Tis titpe, *(ani^eVe<l'S^J|^n3,) 

1 have nbf ’ hiiteli' hepe tVdt 
Wbuld it pti&ht Chfjfenl to out npion' ; 
but, would ybu but tkgfee to a private 
marriage, my mother, (who is one of 
the iriofl' -dihiable worifen Iff eiiftence) 
fhould be entrufted ^tfc '‘l^cfet, 
and, through her 
father would, M i-{h^ i^She^^ll 
not, be induccd'bSf 
not be' unddne® 



« Indeed, Sigifm<iila^‘ 
fella,) I would not, ’ ariy cod- 
fideratteti^ ‘ b<- 
mirntig 

mm \Wr 

fore, urge me' 
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Tf. j ^inn'jV’i ; n , „ 


^qey . to_ jwrb.%t ^ 4,. coafider 

allow 

and 

upon ^^at^ <i!l!tJ9«^: I Oiall 


«^ot be baj^y^ tUl -i ha^'c quitted this 
caffle., ;^iiypp ^|iy my .ijidifcuetipn I 



-iqtrQdutfUoo of Ma- 


7 ?^® convent of 

-you .’to en- 


*®® a fituation in 
any.- otil*#t^ tteulveut- '(hat,.ia ac^acent* 
I iiBve- if-’|8f9l^.''-'fiiii} -of money, (con- 

purfe 

which, I conclude 



lit' my pocket 
afk^jp^ .5^liv|»eceding 
tlin|i,il liop^ 


5t 






“ Si wUl goi thfe 

to the 9>pw>t ^ Sfcr ^0^ i (0il^ 
Sigiiint^ ») ? 

was edufeated there ,* and, 
abbefs is perfooallf acquainted w^ith 


me, I tWnk„U ia 
X lhali there 
you the filiation 
when yen ^ 

to your wilh^Si I, w 4 h„ ^ W 

permit, irndw yoor hiflo^„ltd0wn to 

^ . 1 * -ni s 

my mother, who,. I am affitred, win be 
moll haHpy’ to aim yfw |>rot«aion.” 


“ My genewiwMettii^ (c^ed 
tella,) ,to he kaH^Oll 3HW iMrtlMSv 
and to ga^ hmr maialii, to 

me, b^lMippiiWiO&d.^^ 
weak ^expraft!” 
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Alia liajjfc, (added Si- 

^itildiid,) fhat yrtii #ill authorize the 
' titat I ^have ventured to 

dcciaret" 

%i{e!ta'h!tdhed, and looked timidly 
upon ; ' file faid nothing, 

but* 'her was expretfive: and 

Sigiiin^ wliiit Im pi«fiM her hand 
to liu 1^^ l^rt clelight with 

tr^lpon/Wlm^ that the c^jedt of bis 

.'“r tLt <.t(i 1- A. 

love fielt a reciorocal a&ction. 
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mounted ’his^^ 


!<4lAt tl 


'. hadSfei^ i 4 d 


Im foubd'.-i^ 

to receive itMin '4 h»^^ Imgfiwin’, lie 
fmitiumi to defcribe htt as hk own 
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coufiq, Ihlitjkiqg, ^ tkat by &yir>|r fte 
^as i|diatecl fufsh a relpe^bk family 
as Maosfeldt, he (hould enfure her 
being regarded with* refpe^. 

After fetjtling the aeceflary preli- 
roinario relpe^ngithe admittance of 
Eftella to the eonyeot, Sig^mund took 
leave <Mi8jN«d .that he 

had rf»|a|ned,?|f fiw her, which 
would, her frow Ifeoburgb, 

^hofe attentioiu began to view with 
the eyes of je:^Ufy. , 

Upon' ani^ |t the eaMei, 
antihd fiwnd ie the apart- 

hateii^P ha 

the ef ,hk.4ii«paiCeL 




62 


FUGTTir* OP 


Eftella no^fooner ' pereeived Stgif- 
mund, than, turning towards him, (he 
exclaimed; 

“ My bell friend! have- you been 
fuccefsfiil? is there yet an afylum left 
me?" 


“ At the convent of St. Agnes, 
(anfwered Sigtfmund,) I have procured 
for you the temporary refidcnce you 
require: the abbefs ia wJUmg 'to re- 
ceive you, whenever you are defirostw 
of putting yourfelf tiBder her pto- 
teiUon.” 


• • ** I ■win go hrom hetiee to^ 
morrow, (retomed Bfidia;} how nruch 

am 1 indited to for {ttocoring 
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me fuch a refpedlable fituation !” “ And, 
no doubt, (interrupted Ifenbui^, who 
had fat in fallen filence from the 
entrance of Sigifmund,) no doubt you 
are more indebted to him for ena- 
bling you to quit thefe hated walls, 
and to atfl without the advice and 
afhfiance of one, who, though moft 
anxious to ferve y^, has yet infpired 

you witlr the moft invincible diflikel” 

♦* Oh, heavens! Count Ifenburgh, 
(replied Eftella,) can you really fup- 
pofe me fo foperlatively ungrateful ? 
•Do me more juftice, and, be aflured 
1 can never forget the favours you 
have beflwwed upon me ; but, if would 
be tetally irtconfiftent with jHopriety, 
to* renain in y<«*r caftle, fot obvious 
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reafoQs ; and,, wh,€R 1 found in our laft 
converfation _.\ipon this fubjedt, that 
the generofity of your difpofition rejti- 
dered you averfe to my 'feeking any 
other afylum, was . it not natural I 
fhould accept the fervices of your 
friend, who, happily, entertained the 
fame opiniens as myfej|f?” 

ifenburgh fighed,, and,,was , a few 
minutes witl^t re^ply, at length, lyj 
cried ; 

“ But, prpmife m yotj| 

ttot leave vi^,,toirK)rrow. SurelH' 
fuch a trifling requefl: you may gran| 
without breaking • t^pi^h 
^ious rute of wh|ch yo»,fecn^ JainJ 
in fuch awe.” 
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“ I cannot comply, (anfwered 
Eftella ;) I am rcfolved * to go to 
the convent early tomorrow morn- 
ing.” 


“ With Sigifmund for your guide 't" 
(enquired Ifenburgh farcaftically). “ Moft 
affuredly, (interrupted Sigifmund haf- 
tily;) after my converfation with the 
abbefs this morning, it will be abfo- 
Iiftely pfdpef I (hould place Eflella 
under her protedlion.’* 

Eftella was erabarrafled, and, turn- 
rn| to Ifenburgh, ftie feemed prepar- 
ing to addrefs him, when darting an 
angry loolf he cried, “ Though I have 
not the honour of your confidence, 
though* it is not me you fele^l for 
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the companion of your morning walks, 
you (hall, notwithftanding, find me a 
friend. In fpite of yourfelf, I will 
be ferviceable to you ; and when you 
{hall havfe proved the fincerity of my 
dilintcrefted efteem, you will, perhaps, 
arraign yourfelf of ill-founded preju- 
dice in your unjuft and cruel aver- 
fion!” 

With: thcfe Words, Ifenburgh ab- 
ruptly quitted the room; and, haften’- 
ing to his own, gave himfelf up to 
the contending paffions of love, rage 
and jealoufy. 

The palTion he entertained for l^blla 
had daily gained iocreafing ftrength ; 
and nothing had prevented him fitwa 
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avowing it to her, but the prefence 
of Sigifmund. 

In him, he beheld, not oi^ly a 
.rival, but a cenfor, whom he dreaded; 
confcious that his own intentions would 
not bear the fcrutiny of a man of 
honour. 

He had obferved a foftnefs in the 
manner of Eftella towards Sigifmund; 
and the tenor of her condud (hewed 
a preference towards him,, that filled 
the bofom of Ifenburgh with rcfent- 
tnent and jealous rage. The pleafure 
he ufed to feel in Sigifmund’s company 
was gone, ^ diflike fucceeded, and he 
eagerly wilhed the time to arrive 
when ,he Qiould return to Mansfeldt. 
To anticipate that event, he deter- 
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mined to caufe an anonymous letter 
to be written to Baron Mansfeklt, 
informing him, that his fon had form- 
ed a dangerous connexion with an 
artful woman of intrigue, who was 
ufing every endeavour to feduce him 
into a claiidcftine marriage, and would 
moft probably fucceed, did not parental 
influence interfere, and fammons him 
back to Mansfcldt.*' 

When Sigifmund ftiould be re- 
moved, Ifepburgh had no doubt but 
that his own plans would fucceed. 
Marriage with Eflella had never en- 
tered his ideas ; though aware of the 
purity of Sigifmunds fentiments, he 
had cautioufly concealed his own from 
his obfervation ; and, apprehenfive of 

Ct 

engendering fufpicions in the breaft of 
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Ills frienci, had reprcfled every mark 
of particular attention in fiis prefeiice. 

The intended removal of Eflella 
to the ‘convent of Si. Airies, angered, 
and difappointed him ; and he deter- 
miiied to leave no flratagein untried to 
get her again into his jxiwer. 
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CHAP. VII. 


■ " ■ Well, do noj fwear, altho’ I joy in thee^ 
I have no joy of this contraft to night ; 

It is too rafh, too unadvIsM, top fudklen. 

Too like the lightning whidi docs ccafc to be 
£re one can lay it lightens* 


1 HE following morning a fervant 
delivered a fealed billet to Eftella; 
and at the fame . time informed her, 
that Count Ifenburgh had quitted the 
caftle at fix o’clock that morning, but 
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had left orders that his equipage (liould 
be ready at what hour flu; pleafed, to 
carry her according to her diredlions. 

She opened the note, and read as 
follows : 


“ TO ESTELLA. 

“ I leave you, Eftclla, with the 
hope of being able to render you a 
iignal fervice: what my defign is, I 
will * not now unfold ; nor dial I you 
again fee me, unleis I am able to effefl 
that, which, if it promotes your feli- 
city, may, in a mind like yours, in- 
duce. you, in future, to think favour- 
ably on 


“ IsENBORGH." 
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Eftella (hewed the note (he had 
received to, Sigifmund, immediately 
upon his entering the apartment. The 
rayfterious ftile in which it was written, 
occafioned them mutual furprize, nor 
could they form an idea of the delign 
to which he alluded, imlefs he had 
formed the romantic notion of difco- 
vering the fpot where Madame Vel- 
dentz had fecreted herfelf. 

After fome time fpcnt in ufelefs 
conjeflure, Edella expreffed her Vifli 
to depart for the convent, and bidding 
farewell to the Caftle of Ifenburgh, fat 
out for Leipfic, accompanied by Sigif- 
mund, and attended by feveral do- 
meftics belonging to. Ifenburgh. 
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After introducing her to the iibbcfs 
as his coufin, and entre!iting her par- 
ticular attention, Sigifinund befought 
EOella to give hini^ five minutes con- 
verfation alone in the parlour, when, 
throwing himfelf at her feet, he ex- 
claimed : 

la complying with your withes, 
and placing you at this convent, think, 
Eflella, of the happinefs of whicJi I 
deprive myfelf, accuhoincd for this 
lafl happy month to the extatic blifs 
of your fociety ! how fhall I exill, de- 
prived of fucb felicity! Notwitldland- 
ing the fudden dq>arture of Ifenburgh, 
I mean to remain at his cafde for 
forae time, (moft probably till his 
return ;) promife me, then, dearefl 
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Eftella, that you will allow rae to fee 

r 

you every day. The relationl|iip that 
the abbefs believes to exift between 
us, will authorife that ftep; arid, in' 
time, may I venture to hope, you will 
give me a real and natural right to 
proteA you?” 

Eftella would not attempt to con- 
ceal the pleafure Ihe Ihould derive 
from Sigifmund's vifits ; and the trouble 
they each felt when the hour of part- 
ing arrived, was greatly foftened by 
the refleAion, that they Ihould meet 
again on the following day. 

During ten days, Sigifmund regu- 
larly vifited Eftella at the convent ; 
and, after each -vifit, fouRti ,his love 
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and admiration increafe ; not a day 
paflfed ijpt he difcovercd in her fome 
new trait of fweetnefs' of temper, 
good underftanding, and a weHTCulti- 
vated mind : • hourly fh« became more 
dear to him, and hourly, did his own 
influence become more powerl'ul over 
her mind. 

No intelligence arrived from Ifcn- 
burgh ; and his abfcncc often gave rife 
to much aftonilhment, and many cou- 
jedlnres in the raiuda ol Eflelia and 
Sigifmund. 

Upon returning to a late dinner at 
the caflle, after having fpent the morn- 
ing with Eflelia, Sigifmund was fur- 
prifed .-yid ailiicled to find a letter from 

E 2 



7f> 


FUGITIVE OF 


his father, commanding his inftant 
return home, without affignyig any 
reafon for the peremptory com- 
mand. 

SigifiTiund felt inconceivable re- 
lii(5lance to obey this mMidate, but his 
fatlier’s orders were not to be difputed ; 
he determined, therefore, to let off 
for Mansieldl in two days; and in the 
mean while, to exert all his influ- 
ence with Eftella, to engage her to 
agree to a private marriage previous to 
his departure. 

The following morning he repaired 
early to the convent of St* Agnes, and 
informing tlie abbeis he had fomething 
of importance to communicate^ to Ef- 
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tclla from his father, was permitted to 
fee her alone in the parlour. 

The agitation of his manner im- 
• mediately betrayed to EUella, that 
fomething more than ufual had hap- 
pened ; and fhe gently inquired, if any 
news had reached him from Count 
Ifenburgh ? 

Sigifmund inftantly acquainted her 
with the real caufe of his diftrefs ; 
and concluded, with conjuring her, in 
the ftrongefl terms, to receive .hi? 
/aith at the altar. In vain did Eftelia 
repeat her determination. nevcF to ac- 
cept his hand in a claudeiiine manner; 
in vain did fhe affurc him of her 
conVidion; that engagements formed 

E 3 
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without the concurrence and fandtion 
of friends, were ultimately unhappy. 


Si<>ifraund’s arguments feemed to de- 

. m 

ii\c freth force from oppofitiOn ; an^ 
fedtsog her hand, be folemnly fs 
ne^ er to releafe it till^lie prof 


to unite herfelf to 
his departure for Mans 



previous 



“ Oh, Eftella, (he added,) if you 
have no pommiferation for my fuffer- 
ings, at any rate have fome pity for 
yourfelf. Call to mind your friendlefs, 
dfferted ftate; yet rccolledl, that very 
llatc, though it ought to infure the 
good will and protedtion of the world, 
on the contrary, renders you more open 
to its malevolence! Circumftanced as 
w^now aie, the little ferviceSi that I 
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may have been fo fortunate as to ftiew 
you, are liable to inifreprefentation, 
and even to injure your reputation. 
Eager to fee you, and to enjoy the 
rapturous delight of your converfation, 
I have feized every moment that could 
afford me that b^ppinefs, witliout re- 
flecting, that tl:^mialice of the envious 
and wicked, m|gbt put the worfl con- 
fl:ru<?lions upon our friendfhif). Let me, 
then, conjure you, deareft Eflclla, to 
receive my vows : I have prevailed 
upon a priefl, u{X)n whom I can de- 
pend, to perform the ceremony this 
evening. I become of age in 

fourt^n months, till that periotl it will 
be very eafy to conceal our marriage; 
you can remain at this convent in the 
fame fatuation as at preient; and, my 
E 4 
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intimacy with Ifenburgb, will natu- 
rally account for my being frequently 
in this neighbourhood ; or, I can re- 
mo you to a monaftery in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mansfeldt, which ever is 
onofl: agreeable to you. Speak, then, 
dcarell Eftclla, and pronounce my 
doom ; you know not to what fatal 
^ iolcncc a rejcdion of my offers may 
(hive me !” 


Eftclla’s tears fell faft during the 
wliole of Sigifmunds fpeecb, in part 
convii)ce(f by his reafoning, and terri- 
fied at his- vehemence. Her refolti- 
tion gave way; and though ftie yet 
continued filent, Sigifimmd perceived, 
by her countenance, that his argu- 
ments would fuccced; and, redoubling 
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his prayers and intreaties, he at length 
extorted a promife fro^ the fearful 
Eftella, to join her late to his that 
evening. 

After having procured this pro- 
inife, Sigifmund leenied to have at- 
tained the fumnnt of all happinefs. 
In proportion, however, as he grew 
animated and chearful, Eflella became 
gra\ cand (iejedted ; but even that ap- 
[)earance could not damp the fi)irits 
of the delighted Sigifraund. 

After fume time fpent in arranging 
their future plans, it was agreed, that 
Eflella fhould leave the convent that 
night, under pretence of vihtiiig a 
friend newly arrived at Leiplic: that 
Sigifinimd Ihould meet her at the waif' 
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of the convent, and condud her to 
the chapel, ^herc the prieft he had 
provided (hould be ready to unite 
them. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

The prieft in milk white vellments clad, 
Perform’d the myftic rue| 

Love, lit the hallow’d torch that led 
To Hymen's chalte delight. 

HAJWKAU 


A.T the appointed hour, Eftella having 
fignified to the abbefs, that a parti- 
cular friend defired to fee her that 
night, quitted the convent ; and, full 
of fear and apprchenlion, haftened to 
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the fpot where Sigifmund was anxioufly 
expediiig tQ irTeet I>er. 

The delight he maHifeflcd at 
their approaching union, infufcd a 
Ihort- lived plealure in her bofom, 
but it was ‘ a traiifitory fenfation ; 
and as tliey approached the chapel, 
her agilation was too powerful to 
clVape tiie obfervation of Sigif-^ 
niund. 


‘‘ Deareft Eftella, (he cried,) ba-* 
nilh thofe fears which are fo incon- 
ceivably diftreffing. Is not the happy 
man you thus honour with your choice, 
fenhblc of the diftinciion you are ready 
to confer upon him ? Are you not 

going to form the felicity of one who 

1 

loves you to adoration ? And fhall you 
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not iniure to ymirfelf a lincere and 
faithful friend to whom*your happiiH {> 
is dearer than his own exiftencc, and 
who can Oielter you Irom thofe e\ik 
to which your iinprotecled iiuiot'eru'C 
wouid expofe you? Smile llum, dear 
Eftella, and let me^ 1 k)]x% that this 
union, whicdi rehders me tht* h3f»r>ied 
of mortals, does not inrreafe the vex- 
ations of which you have to com- 
plain !” 

Dear Sigifniund! (replicxl Etlclla,) 
the Hep I am about to take to fully 
befpeaks my unbounded affection, that 
all proteftation on that fubje£l, would 
be Superfluous : but, have I not caufe 
to be difpleal’ed with my own con- 
duel? Ought I to give way to that 
love tliat renders me thus implicit to 
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your wifliesV Ought I to confent to 
a marriage forrfied without the fantfiiori 
of your parents? Am I not bringing 
unhappincfs into a hitherto happy 
family, and rendering an obedient fon 
refractory V Alas ! I am but too fen- 
fible of the impropriety of my conduCt, 
and furcly that conviClion heightens 
my fault ! but my love for you, Sigif- 
mund, renders every other confidera- 
tion puerile." 

Banifh thefe ridiculous fears, my 
Eftella ! (cried Sigifmund, eagerly in- 
terrupting hen) Pardon me, but they 
are devoid of all foundation ; I fiiall 
take the earlieft opportunity to inform 
ipy mother of pur union; and, through 
her mediation, I « have no doubt of 
obtaining my father’s; ibiigivcncfe, and 
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even approbation. Be re-affured, and 
think only of the happinefs you are 
going to confer upon your faithful Si- 
gifmund !’' 

Their arrival at the^ chapel pre- 
vented further difeourfe. 

The prieft, with another perfon, 
were already in expectation of their 
appearance ; and Sigifmund, leading 
his trembling bride to the altar, re- 
ceived thofe vows which he cxpecfled 
fliould render him the happieft of 
mankind. 

As foon as the ceremony was per- 
formed, Sigifmund, after liberally re- 
warding the prieft and affiftant, re- 
quired* them to take the moft folemn 
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oaths of fecrely, which, after having 
received, he,* with Eftella, quitted 
the chapel, and repaired to apartmenls 
not far diftant ; then taking Eflella’s 
hand, he cried, 

'' My deareft Eftella, to induc’c 
you to agree to our union, upon wliicli 
the whole happinefj> of my life de- 
pended, I made light, of my apprt;- 
heniions refpedling my father’s difplca- 
lurc ! Pardon the deceit, which I 
fhould never have pul in practice, but 
from the uncertainty, that, iinlefs you 
was deceived in that particular, you 
never would epnfent to be mine, I 
will no longer conceal from you, that 
I am inconceivably alanned, left lie 
Ihould gain intelligence of this day’s 
tranfadlion, previous to my gaining my 
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one and twentieth year ; but it depends 
on you to remove my fears : giv^ me 
Jnit a folemn proraife to conceal, even 
to deny, our marriage ; and the pre- 
cautions I have taken, render it ini- 
poffible for it to be difcovered, till it 
fuits me to difclofe it.** 

Eftella gently reproached Sigifmund 
with having deceived her in fucli an 
important circumftaiice, but the pro- 
mife of fecrefy the mofl: chearfnlly 
gave ; and tound hcrfelf, in the mod 
facred manner, to conceal their mar- 
riage, till he fliould permit her to re- 
veal it. 

‘‘ But, indeed, Sigifmund, (die 
continued,) you had no caufe to fup- 
pofe I (hould wiili to divulge it! to 
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^hom, but to Madame Veldentz, could 

f 

you '*thirik I fhoiild defire to entruft 
it? And, alas, I have no profped of 
again feeing her! fhe is, doubtlefs, very 
far diftaat from Leipfic !'* 

‘‘ It was of Ifenburgh, (atifwered 
Sigifmimd,) that I was apprehenfive ; 
he will, probably, return to his caftle, 
before I am able to again cjuit Mans- 
feldt, (though I fliall haftep to you 
with eager fo'lkitudte:} he will, then, 
doubtlefs, vifit you at this convent; 
and, notwithftanding the ffiendfhip 
that once did, and the intimacy that 
ftill fubfifls between us, I have many 
reafons for withholding all confidence 
from him- Was it not that my return 
to Mansfeldt was fo fuddenly com- 
manded by my father, I would have 
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fought a refidence for you in a con- 
vent, fome diftancc from* hence ; but 
that ftep is at prefent inipoftiblc : as 
to caufe your removal fiom hciice 
without the greateft fecrefy and cir- 
cumfpeiflion, would be at once hazard- 
ing the difclofure of what it is fo 
neceffary to conceal. I muft carefully 
refrain from appearing much intercficd 
concerning you; and, however con- 
trary to my withes* allow you to re- 
main at St. Agn^ till I can effed a 
fcheme for rempving you, without be- 
ing, to appearance, concerned in your 
flight. If Ifenburgh fhould return during 
my abfence, fee him but feldom, I 
entreat ; and remember, always to 
fpeak of me with cooinefs and indiffer- 
ence. One reflexion, that confoles me 
In fome meafure at being thus con- 
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ftrained to quit you, is, that you caniiot 
be removed from St. Agnes againfl 
your inclination.*' 
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CHAP. IX. 


() lady, weq) no more, left I jcivc caufc 
'I'o l>e fufpetfled of more tendernefs 
Than doth become a man I will remain 
The loyaleft hulband that did e'er troth. 

SKAKSI'F. Aa, 


WhI&N the hour fixed for Sigif- 
mund's departure .ap{)roached, 
who had till then, to the extent of 
her fortitude, repreflfed unavailing re- 
grets, no longer could conceal her 
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grief. Her tears fell faft upon the 
fhoulder of Sigifmund, who, nearly as 
much affliftcd as herfelf, attempted to 
alleviate her diftrefs: in vain he bid 
her look forward to the happy - days 
their re-union promifed! in vain he 
affured her, that no abfence could di- 
minilh his inviolable love ! Eftclla 
feeined incapable of confolation ; and 
the exclamation of, “ Oh, Sigifmund, 
we part to meet no more !” the 
only fentence Ihe could articulate. Her 
grief fo entirely overcame Sigifmund, 
that, when a fervant entered to announce 
the horfes being in liraiting’, ,iie fhrunk 
from the unwelcome tiding, and, after 
ordering the fervant to depart, declared 
he could not quit Leipfic that day, 
but would rather hazard his father’s 
difpleafure, and tim difcovcry even of 
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his marriage, than leave Eftella in the 
(liftrelfing ftate into which the profpeft 
of parting had thrown her. 

However delighted Eftelia might 
feel for a few mmutes at the rapturous 
idea of Sigifmund's protradIng his flay 
at Leiptic, a fhort time convinced her 
of the rifk arid impropriety of iudulg* 
ing preferit happinefs, to the diltnic- 
tion'of future felicity; and, afliiming 
all the refolutioir ihe poffeiTed, (he en- 
treated Sigiftrumd to ' rolinquiih the 
idea her wealcni^fc had Jed him to 
adopt; and to perfift in his original 
plan, and commence his , journey to 
Mansfeldt caflle that day. 

“ Whenever the diltreffing moment 
(honld arrive, dcareft Sigiimund, ((he 
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co.nlinued,) that (hould tear you fro® 
nu', my i'orrvw would be as poignant 
as at tiii-s moment! nay, it yjould he 
asaravated by the refleiaion, that I 
had induced you to ail in oppofitioa 
to your better judgment, and even 
rendered a difclofure of our union to 
be apprehended! Purlue, then, your 
fjrft intentions; quit Leipfic today; I 
will inftantly return to St. Agnes, and 
fofteii the grief that overpowers my 
bofom, by refie<^ng^^n yout vows of 
couftancy and in nourilhing 

the Iweet hofK?, ' thpsil you will feizc 
eagerly the firft motment to return to 
your affeftionate Eftella*** 

After fome time fpent in tender 

argument upon this fubje<St; ^^igifmnnd's 

» 

willies gave way to the realuning of 



THE FOREST. 


97 


Eftelia ; and, with mutual vows of ever- 
laftin'g afFediion, they took a forrow- 
ful farewell. Sigifraund mounting his 
horfe, rode flowly from the hotel; and 
Eftella, with mournful fteps,’ repaired 
to the convent of St. Agnes. 



VOL. 
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* CHAP. X. 


Beti s*ode il ra|i<inor« tl vede il folto, 
Ma rifintm il t^cUo «paJ (uidicar 


Three days after the. departure of 
Sigifmund, as Efiella was fitting in an 
alcove belonging to the convent gar- 
dens, her thoughts folely fixed upon 
thg pM mr hulband of her eflfedlions, and 
anUcipa^liig. the moment Ihould 
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bring her iiUelligeiice from him, (he was 
fuddeniy iiiformpd^ that' a gentlemau 
deiired earneftly to fpeak with her in 
the parloiin 

A momentary dawn of pleafure 
ruihed over the mind of Eftella, in 
the imagery, that Sigtfraund had pro- 
bably returned ; but two moments 
fledlion convinced her of the fallacy 
of her hiq>es; and the idea that Ijeu- 
huf^p was returned, and was the |)crron 
th^'^expefting- her, overwdielmcd lic r 
with chagrin. From Sigifmund's man- 
ner in l| 3 eaking of his friend, the lead 
difccrnirtg might perceive his miiui 
was tin6tured with jealoufy ; to con- 
verfe, therefore, in his abfence, with 
Ifenburgh, was, to her, painful an<l 
diftrefling ; yett tt 'was impoflible fli(? 
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could refufe to fee one to whom (he 
was under fo* many obligations ; but to 
prevent the frequency of Ifenbufgh’s 
vifils, (he determined to tell him, that 
the abljefs ftrongly obje<9ed to her. 
feeing gentlemen at the Convent, 
and that her (ituation was too pre- 
carious to admit of her aAing con- 
trary to the regulation of the houfe. 

Upon entering . tb,e parlour where 
Ifenburgh was fitting, in,^e Con- 
vent, the embarraflTment of ^ella 
was too powerful to permit her voice 
to welcome him. Her.oonfufion was 
too evident to ^cape his penetrating 
eyes ; but, appearing not to obferv« it, 
he expreifed himfelf in general terms, 
happy to fee her again, and to oblerve 
health fo vifible jin. h«r countenance; 
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at the fame time apologizing for his 
hal^y behaviour the lafl* evening they 
bad been togetben 

** But (continued he) though I nin 
very ready to admits my condu<fl, that 
night fcarce merit a forgiveneli^ I am 
prefumptuous enough to hope that when 
you kubw the fuccefs that has attended 
my abrupt departure, you will grant me 
that pardon I fhbuid not otherwife dare 
to folicit*^! 


** liifieed, Count Ifenburgb (an-' 
fwered Eftella) you do me isjufiice in 
fuppofihg I have harboured the fmallcfl 
rdTentment towards you.** 

•Then you deign to forgive me, 
(interrupted Ifeiibutgh), even before 
F 3 
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you know that fuccefs has crowned tny 
endeavours in yonr behalf. How grate- 
I’ul I ought to be, and how careful in 
future, to reflrain the natural impe- 
tuofity of my temper! but, before I 
begin an account, of my adventures, 
allow ifie to alk, have ytj® feen 
Sigifmund lately? Much to my finrpEife 
and mortification, upon my atrival »t 
home this nwiming, I found a letter 
from him to iignify, tlmf a fttaaraon* 
fiom his father obliged his i | | « Bediate 
return to Mausfeldt Cafllei 'Can you 
tell me -wbrn be quitted Ifotihwgh 

At the mentifni’ Sigiihaai»d*!i 
name, the deepeft crtmfea fluQipd 
over the cheeks of £^Ua, and as 
fuddenly gave vroy to tooft alhy 
palenefs, when ftia ta^tfied, 
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I think it is four or five days 
fince he called here to hid me fare- 
well." 


“ The fociety of Sigifmund is fo 
mefiimable to me (refiimed ifenburgh), 
that I am alwaya difconcertednat the 
privatim^ yet never, I think, did I 
feel his lo6 fo feverely, or fo ardently 
defire his prefence and advice as at this 
jumflure- 


“ I 'wifider you, Eftella, as our 
joint waad* nor do I wilh to adt in any 
fliape refpedting yon without his con- 
currcncfe. I returned home this morn- 
ing in the full convidlion of finding 
him at the Caftlle ( I will acknowledge , 
that did not even think parental 
wiihes would have influenced him to 
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quit this neighbourhood in my abfciii^, 
my furprife smd difappointment were 
therefore equally great.” 

“ But, Count Ifenburgh, (cried , 
Eflella) you do nqt confider. that you 
are all exciting my qurii^ty, . 

to know upon what fubj^ tl^t can 
regard me, you wilhed to confult your 
friend !” 


“ I wilhed to prepare y^ Ej(le|ila, 
(returned Ifenburgh) for -a^Piece of 
intelligence, that, no doubt, will agitate 
you. Have you fufiicjeat t^folution 
to hear intelligence of an old friend 2 " 

“ Oh ! Count Ifepbutgh, ^replieid 
Eftella, eagerly) for heaven’s fake ^ 
not trifle with , cmt. fctiini®* khOK 
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my little hiftory ; you know I have but 
one friend; fay, then, 'quickly, have 
you, by good fortune, gained intelligence 
of Madame Veldentz 

‘‘ Compofe yourfelf, Eflclla, or i 
will bfe lilent for ever, |lfc^fwcrcd 
Ifenbufgli)/* 

Oh 1 I am calm enough to hear 
every thing (returned Eftella) ; do not 
torture with fufpenfe ; 'tis your 

. 'V' ''' 

jfilence, alOne, that agitates me.’* 

Well, then, Eftella, (replied 
Ifenburgh) I have not only difeovered 
the fecret refidence of Madame Vcl- 
dentJr, but I have feen and difeourfed 
With hfr; it is only four days ago fince 
I: ^tted her babitation !” 

F 5 
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** Mofl: generous of men, (crfed 
Eftella, falling* at the feet of Ifeiibtirgli, 
ill fpite of his efforts to prevent herX 
words are inadequate to convey the 
feelings of my grateful heart? you 
elevate nie above myfelf! what, fhall 
I agah^^ec my dear ^vernefii f ftiall 
we never part again?'* 

Oh ! Count Ifenburgh, may your 
unprecedented generofity refSeiw the 
abundant recompenfe from that 

it fo richly deferves !’* 

You effilBStte too highly, that 
which proceeds from the mo6 common 
feelings, (returned Ifeuburgh, appar- 
ently confiifed at the warmth Eftella'a 
gratitude), everyone, iri 'cri^um, dances 
like myfelf, muft ftrrely 
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fiimlar ! But, EAella, I have a letter 
for 3H>a; jpet your agitation is lo ex- 
ceffive that 1 own I tremble to deliver it.” 

Give it me, pray, give it me, 
(haftily replied Eftella) ; 1 am not 
agitatedi I am quite compofed.’*' 

ifenburgh drew a letter from liis 
pocket book, direifled to Ellella, and 
after announcing to her that the 
Oonteuta n^ld not be thoroughly agre-e- 
aUe, and conjuring her to fummons 
her cefoiutian, delivered a letter into 
her ^landa, and (bet read aa follows : 

“ TO ESTELLA. 

“ My dear child, Haden to me, 
let. met .embrace you. and tmfold the 
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myftery of your birth, whilft I am 
able ! what hive I not fuffered fince 
I was over perfuaded to abandon you ! 
but the generous friend who has exerted 
himfelf in your behalf, will convey 
yon to me, (Oh! that I waa able to 
haften ^Aih him to you), you ftiall then 
hear every myfterious part of my con- 
dud explained. 

A. Vjeldentz/* 

Oh ? let me fly to her (exsclaimec^ 
Eftella, upon finifhing the above), let 
me fly to her inftantly. Count Ifen* 
burgh, deign to dirc^ me, ymi have 
afluredly promifed as rnucl! to my poor 
governefs, who, from her biliet, is 
perhaps dying ! And unlefs I fly to her 
inftantly, <feath will deprive pie of 
receiving her kfi %hs I But, by 
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what miracle did you difcover her 
abode ?** 


The moft fedulous care would 
not, perhaps, have cffedled that difco- 
very, had not chance aided my en- 
deavours, (anfwered Ifenburgh.) I 
travelled near a fortnight, making 
every poffible enquiry, at every vil- 
lage and town that promifed a glim- 
mering of fuccefs: my efforts wctc fruit- 
lefs, till <me day, in palTing the gates 
of an antique caftle in a very remote 
■fituation, my horfe ftarthig at the hid- 
den appearance of fome poultry, threw 
me, and I remained, I know not how 
long, fenfelcfs. Upon recovering my 
ienfes, 1 found m^felf on a fofa, in 
a large and well-furnifhed room, and 
attended by two women, ftemingly 
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domeftics; and from tbem leSraed^ 
that, alarmed* at my fituation ythea 
thrown from my horfe, my attend- 
ants had rang at th^ bell, md re- 
qnefted atftftance from th® cattle, which 
had been inftantly given. , Finding 
myfelf reftored by the cordials they 
had adrainiflered. I prepared to de- 
part, firtt begging to fee the owner 
of the cattle, that 1 might return the 
thanks I owed for my hofpitabje treat- 
ment. I was anfwered, that the lady 
of the cattle was too hi to ^fee any 
perfon ; I therefore coromiffioned them 
to return my acknowledgments, beg- 
ging at the Came time to know the 
jtavic of roy beneyoijent entertainer j, 
and judge my furprife, at hearing that 
of Madame Veldenti J^he i^a, that 

roarhoftefc was pipt^bly the , very Ma- 
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daiBO Veldentz tbat I was feekiiig, de- 
prived me for fome minutes of ; 

but, recovering myfelf, I eagerly en- 
quired of my informers, if Madame 
Veldentz was newly arrived at that 
They were Client, ai^d looked at 
each other. 1 repeated my enquiries ; 
they were yet filent : then tearing a 
leaf from my pocket-book, I wrote, 
** If Madame Veldentz withes to hear 
news of Eftella, a perfon in the caftle 
can give her interefiing information.” 
I entreated the fenior of my attend- 
ants to convey it to her miftrefs; the 
.obeyed, and in a few minutes returned 
with a meffage from Madame Vel- 
dentz, entreating to fee me inftantly. 
1 flew to her apartment, and found 
her inched, fuppmrtcd by pilhirws, pak 
and emaciated I I hrk% recounted 




112 


FUGITIVE OF 


to her my meeting with you, and its 
confequences f her agitation was really 
alarming, and, with many tears, (he 
informed me, that the had been wretch- 
ed fince the day when (he had been, 
induced to #quit you ; that the bad 
date of her health had alone prevented 
her frpm herfelf feeking you ; a vio- 
lent fever having attacked her very 
fhortly after her departure from the 
forefl, but that (he had fent many 
perfons in fruitlcfs enquiries after you 
and finifhed her fpeech, by mod ear- 
neflly adjuring me to bring you to 
her with all fpeed, left (he ftiould be 
fnatched from this world before flie 
could make the confeffion that hung 
upon her lip®, and which was fo ellentia} 
to your huppinefs to learn I To render 
you more anxious to comply with her 
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wifh€s» (he wrote {though with great 
difficulty) the letter I •have alrea<ly 
delivered to you.*' Ob, let me go 
to her this inflant, (cried Efteila,) I 
.caanot reft till I have again beheld 
her!" 


‘‘ Do not go till you have con- 
fulted Sigifmund, (replied Ifenburgh ;) 
xn%ht he not blame the precipitancy 
of your cohduft?" 

This is unkind. Count Ifenburgh, 
(returned Efteila,) all farcafm, at a time 
like this, (hould be withheld; even 
if Sigifmund had a right to controul 
my aiStions, would be blame me for 
haftening to my firft friend, in luch 
circumftances?" 
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I t i m iii^^ y i»ii « ii.i.i ^ n 

“ Oh, par(h>n me* . Eftella, (anfwer- 
ed Ifenburgh,) I meant not to diftrefs 
you. I will, this inftant, order my 
travelling carriage, with a female fer- 
vant, to. attend you, and we will quit 
Leipfic the moment you de&e.” 

“ This inftwt let nws dtepart F (cried 
Edella,) I (hall not enjoy a moment’s 
eafe till I commence the journey." 

Ifenburgh withdrew for a few mi- 
nutes, to give necelfary inlhui5tions to 
his fervants; biit prefently returning, 
announced to Eftella, his wifh to 
write to StgKmund before their depar- 
ture, to inform him of the intelligence 
they had gained concerning Madame 
Veldentz. Edella affented to ,his ac- 
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quainti^ig Sigifmund with the tidings ; 
but declared, that, upon no confidera- 
tion could (he permit him to put him- 
felf to the trouble of efcorting her. If 
you ane fo kind (added (he) as to allow 
your carriage to -convey me, it will 
be all that is necetTary, and much 
more than I have any right to cx- 
pcar 

“ And can yo\i really fuppofe me 
fo negligent of you, Eftella? (anfwcred 
Ifenburgh.) It is abfolutely necedary 
that you have a proper guardian to 
conduift you fo many leagues; and af- 
furedly» as you are circumftanced, no 
one is fo proper as myfelf. Do not, 
therefdre, oppofe me in this inftance; 
howevtif repugnant to my inclinations 
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to a<5l contrary to your withes,* I muft 
be peremptory V* 

Eftella knew not what to reply. 
Ifenburgh’s manner feemecl reiblutc 
and determined : (he had no longer 
coinage to oppofe him; and the ex- 
tatic pleafure which fancy pn^ured ol 
beholding Madame -Veldeatz, rendered 
her alnioft indifferent to the means 
that led to that de%ed end; (he was, 
therefore, (ilent, whilft the eyes ’oi 
Ifenburgh glidened with tranfport at 
the acquicfcence. 

The Count then feating himfell 
at a table, fignified his defign of writ- 
ing to his friend, and looking at Ef- 
telb, faid. 
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“ Do you not think it would be 
highly gratifying to Sigiftnund, if you 
would condefeend to fend him a few 
lines ?’■ 

“ Would it be neceflary? (replied 
Eftella with fome hefitation.) Would 

there not be an imjpropriety ?” 

“ An impropriety! (refumed Ifeti- 
burgh,) you are really faftidious, Eflella! 
but, ferioufly, it will be a fatisfaftion 
to me, if you will addrefs a fhort letter 
to him.” 

Eftella endeavoured to write, but 
the idea that Ifenburgh would proba- 
bly view the letter, involved her in 
fo much embarraflTnient, that the found 
Ijertelf unable to didate a tingle line- 
She wiihed to write to Sigifmupd con- 
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fidentially, but to do fo was impoffible, 
whilft there was a probability that Ifen- 
biirgh might behold her wrHiiig. Not 
knowing therefore how to ad, Ihe fat 
playing with the pen, and twitting* 
the paper, till the perceived Ifenburgh 
was folding up his own packet ; and 
the found of a carriage, driving into 
the court yard of the convent, which 
ihe believed to be that that was to 
convey her from its walls, gave frefti 
force to her ideas, aod Ihe haflily 
wrote : 


“ 7X) SIGISMUND. 

** Count Ifenbui^h has, no doubt, 

explained the motives of my condu<£l, 

which, might otherwife, fubjed me *o 

% 

reprehenfion. As ciicumflances arc^ 
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you cannot blame me for accepting 
the lervicfis of that generous friend, 
and placing rayfeif under his pro- 
tection. 


“ Adieu." 


BUella had fctroe finilhed her own 
little billet, when Ifenburgh put the 
letter lie had juft written into her 
hand, and begg^ her to read over 
the contents : it confifted of an account 
finnlar to what he had already given 
of his journey, and unexpedled meet- 
ing with Madame Veldentz, of the 
det iinination ofEftella infiantly to fty 
to her governefs; and concluded with 
at Sigifmund's unexpedled 
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The carriage being ready, Eftella 
haftily took leave of the abbefs, (to 
whom Ifenburgh faid, he had related 
that intelligence from a very dear 
friend, occafioned her abrupt depar- 
ture;) and giving her hand to Ifen- 
burgh, was feated in the chaife, which 
drove with rapid velocity from the 
convent, and they were foon many 
miles diftant from Leipfic. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Krtelln ? whaf kn angel hadlA thou been, 
if half thy outward graces had been plac'd 
About the thoughts and counfols of thy htwrt * 

But fare thee well,, mofi; foul, moil thir » i4rcv.« U> 
'riioii pare impiety .j and impious purity * 

B'oi thee rll lock up all^he gates oi 1 »vc» 

And on my eyelids <h:ill conjctlurt hang, 

To turn all Ivauty into th -rnghts oi harm. 

And never ihali it more be giaciom!. 

* M A fc, « . i; A l' * 


A.FTER traveliing, with uiKlefcrib- 
aljit; celerity, on the evening of the 
idurth day from their quitting Lelphc, 


VOL. 1 G 
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Eftella» with Ifenburgh^ arrived^ at a 
large antique •maxi lion, jnfulated by an 
extentive park. 

As fhc approached the fpot wheie 
Ihe expedled to behold the friend of 
her juvenile years, the feelings of Ef- 
tella became even painfully violent ; 
and, when the carriage flapped at the 
entrance to the caillcs, ter fehfes en- 
tirely forfook her, ike, was lifted 
into a large, but Gothic hall, devoid 
of motion. 

The dbmeftic that ted attended 

during their affited by Ifen- 

burgh, adminiftered * different aids to 

reflore ter to life, attd in a 0iort time 

their efforts fucceeded ; and the iSrft 

• A 

words ihe utta<ed wet«» “ Who® tf, 
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Miulame Veldeutz ? I conjure you, 
carry me to her- inftantly !* 

“ Pardkrn me, Eftclla, (cried Ifen- 
biirgli,) but the interview mull not 
take place to pight^;' you are fatigued 
and haraffed by the length of your 
journey; and you already know Ma- 
dame Valdentz is an invalid. To 
meet, tfierefore, now, might highly 
prejudicial to both parties ; and I en- 
treat you, - if not for your fake, ii 
you value the repofe and health of 
Madame VeldentZ, to defill from 
your intention of feeing her at pre- 
i'ent.” 


In^ vain Eflella reprefented, that 
tq '^fee Jber would renovate the en- 
G 2 
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feebled fpirits of her gov'ernefs, and, 
at the time, difiipate her own 

uneafinefs. 

Ifenburgh was firm and pbflinate ; 
and, after, trying every argument to 
effedt her wiih, Eftella was at laft con- 
fl rained to be fatisfied with bis pro- 
niile, that he would himftlf condud 
her to Madame Veldentz early on the 
following day. 

Ifenburgh then infilled upon carry- 
ing Eftella to the banqujet hall, where 
a magnificent fupper was prepared, but 
all his efforts to induce her to partake 
of it were fruitlefs; and, after fwal- 
lowing fome weSik winp and water, the 
entreated the 4tttendaitts of Ulri^ye» 
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(the perfon who had accompanied her 
from Leipfic,) and begged' to retire to 
her apartment. 

She was condudled to a large and 
fuperbly furnifhed room, in which^ to 
her great fatisfadion, (he found a fmail 
pallet bed for* Ulrique,* placed adja- 
cent to the magaificent one deii^ned 
for herfelf; and, after commeiuling 
herfelf to the prote^ion of Providence, 
(notwithftanding the anxiety of her 
mind to behold Madame Vcklentz,) 
fatigue fo entirely overpowered her, 
that (he foon funk into deep. 

The following morning (he did not 
awake, till Ulrique, in a f^^ft tone, 
at^uainied her, that Count Ifeqburgh 

G 3 
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had fent a meflage, to requeft ‘ her 
company to breakfafl* 

Eager to fee, in order to remind 
him of his affuranoe of condh€ling her 
to Madarrie- Veldentz, Eftella fpriing 
Aom the bed, and aflifted by her at- 
tendant, was foon when, pre- 

cipitately quitting her apartment, (he 
hurried to that in which the expelled 
to find Ifenburgh. Upon entering it, 
Ifenburgh haftily arpfe, and conduc- 
ing her to a feat adjoining to his 

; r 

own, at , the hreakfaft table, - addrefled 
her in a firain of mingled gallantry 
and compliment, which both furprifed 
and vexed her. 

To check a mode of hehatiour fn 
diftrefling to her feelihgSt ‘Eftella re- 
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plied to Wm with the moft frigid cool- 
nefs ; «nd, refufing the cup of choco- 
late he affidiioufly offered to her, de- 
lired to be that indent conduifled to 
•Madame yeldentz’s chamber, 

“ I have fuffere'd myfeif fooHlhly 
to be detaii^ed from feeing her too 
long, (Ihe continued,) but no power 
fliall prevent me from this inftant 
flying to her!” 

“ Madame Veittentz cannot fee you 
to day, fair Eftella," (returned 1 fen- 
burgh, with provdting nonchalance.) 

Eftella, calling a look replete with 
indignation upon him, rofe /rom her 
feat, and hafletied towards the door : 

. Cir ^ 
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Ifenburgli fpriing forwards, and rudely 
flopped her. 

‘‘ We part nat thus, (he cried,) 
the, time is now come when all fub- 
tcrfuge is unneceffary : . we will now 
come to an explanation/^ 

Ah explanation! (retorted Eftella,) 
What explanation can be neceffary? 
Let go my arm. Count Ifenbiirgh ; I 
will not be detained another iur- 
flaiul” 

Nay, hear me” (replied Ifen- 
burgh, ftill holding her.) 

I confider -myfelf in Madame 
Vcldenta’s hpufet (T^umed F/lclla, 
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haughtily,) and look upon myfelf em- 
jiowcrcd to difmifs from jt, thofe who 
demean tbemfelves with violence aiidi 
incivility towards me. Leave me», 
therefore, this„ ^moment. Count Ifen- 
hurgh, nor prefume ^galn to appear in 
my prefence 

Upon my word, my charming 
Eftella, (anfwered' Ifenburgh, laugh- 
ing,) I never could have believed f) 
much fpirit iiilabitcd tlrat feeming 
gentle bofom ! You have certainly a 
mind to charm m^* by thus difpiaying 
a new cbara<?ler ! / and your fucceis is 
already confirmed in my heart* •Va- 
riety is my idol; an eternal fame- 
nefs pails the imaginatmn j .but the 
woman who is one moment diflblving 
G S> 
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ia iaagiiiihing fofit'Oefs, tiad the next 
%a)rkUag with lively paflion, blends 
tvi^o fuch delightful extremes, that 
hdr eihpire over the fool muft be alike ; 
boundle^, and full of «||*tiire !” 

“ I am willing to» believe, Count 
Ifenburgh, (replied EftWla, intimida- 
ted by the vehemence of his mapner,) 
that I have mifeonOrued your inten- 
tions; and that what ftartled me for 
a few moments, 'fiaSpiy an»fe from the 
vivacity of ydhr ‘^pofition. Allow 
me, therefore, to leok Madame Vel- 
clenta, and, be alTutod, I ytill never 
remember what has juft paffed, . but 
as the eifuiiens of ill-j«<%ed pleafantry.” 
“ ThmO l^ke the gijntk Eftella ! 
(exclaimed Ifenbmghi) but, ^t any 
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rate, it is my intereft and d«fire to 
receive pardon. Serioully, dearefl Ef- 
tella, I have been to blame in Euiry- 
ing on my explaftati9H too rapidly! 
.but let the difcovery be ever fo im- 
portant, when it refts with •me to un- 
fold, the tale rouft be delivered in a 
plain, and, perhaps, abrupt manner; 
for long prefoces, and tedious digref- 
fions, are my foul’s abhorrence.” 

“ To the point then! It k' im- 
potBble that you can l^e known me 
the length of time you have done, 
without perceiving the violent' im- 
preflion you have made npoo my heai^i 
Yes; 1 will repeat that which you al~ 
ready know fo well : I lovo yo^ With 
an unqpnqucrable affediofa!” 
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Eftella (huddered as Ifenburgh pro- 
nounced tliefo words ; but, without 
feeming to obferve her emotions, he 
continued : 

Diftraded jealouf/ to per- 

ceive the preferente your heart gave 
Sigifmuud, and aware of the return 
your, love received from him? I deter- 
mined, at all ha2ards» to leparate you r 
for which purpofe, I abfented mjfclf 
from my caftle to give colour to my 
inteuded, fetb ^e ; gave the requifite 
orclers for this thaniion being prepared 
to rece,^ve you; fabri^tqd the ridicu- 
lous flory of my finding your ancient 
governefs, (whofe hand writing I found 
means to ^ imitate, by fecreting the 
letter you Ihewed whj^n related your 
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ftory,) arid when the whole plot was 
laid, and the denoumei^ alone want- 
ing, tranfjaortcd myfelf to St. Agnes, 
and fecured my prize ! And now, Ef- 
tella, when I .remind you,, that you 
are folely ifl my power, that Sigil- 
mund believes that yon voluntarily ac- 
cepted my proteaion, it is furely fu- 
perfluous to add, that regret and anger 
cannot poffibly be of any fervice, but 
that both prudence arid iiitereft fhuuld 
inftrucJl you to bellow that love I 
folicit. Over my hcjg ^:: arid fortune 
you reign abfolute fpWreign ! Speak 
but what you would delire your fet- 
tlement to be,' and I will even double 
your expeftations! Mylelf and for- 
tune are folely at your cointnarid} siod 
the moft afliduous love, will, I Iwijc, 
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in time, entitle me to a pre-eminent 
ftiare in your ttflFedions/* 

Ifenburgb would hare proceeded, 
but the m^appy and deceived Eftella, 
wrought up to a pitch of undefcribable 
mifety at the developemcnt of the 
artifice that had entangled her in the 
net of her perfiscutori funk motionlefs 
upotv the fofa. Alarmed at her fituation, 
Ifenburgh furioufly rahg the bell, and 
fummoning Ulrique, and the principal 
fWrt of hi# dofneftic55, ordered 

them to convey the fainting Eftella 
to her ^a| 5 artmeiit, and to afe every 
to promote her lecoWry. 

Flaeed upcm her b^, and 
UdI every relief that eonld he f^red^ 
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Eftella fpeedily recovered that fenfi- 
hility, of which horror .and grief had 
deprived- her. 

Keenly alive to the frightful af- 
peiS of her delliny, her tears and la- 
mentations, upon recovering her fenfes, 
were unceafing, and penetrated the 
hearts of her attendants with fyra- 
pathy. 

At the end of two hours, a mef- 

♦ 

lage was delivered from Ifeiiburgh, 
requefliag to fee her?^ Eftella, wlio 
had fOir a few moments appeared 
more compofedt upoh hearing his iiv 
tention of intruding upon her, %irft 
into ari increafed agony of tears, #^1 
conjured her attendants, in tb® laaoft 
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pathetic manner, at any rarte, to delay 
the intended v^it. 

Softened by her grief, the women 
informed Ifeaburgh, that {he was really 
Ux) ill to fee him ; and Ifenburgh, half 
diftraded at the inteHigeiice, reiterated 
his commands of unremitting’ atten- 
tion, intermingling his orders with 
wild threats and extravagant pro- 
mi fes. 

For four days Ifenburgh w^as dif- 
ftraded from feeing Eftel la ; but, on 
the fifth, his impatience over-leaping 
every other confideration, he fent her 
^ peremptory meflage, fighifyiag, that, 
unlefs file would deign to meet him 
in the breakfaft parlour, he would, in- 
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flanti}% forcibly obtain an audience 
in her dreHing-room. 


Terrified and alarmed, Efiella re- 
paired’ to the breakfaft parlour, wiierc 
fhe ibund Ifcnbnrgh traverfing the 
apartment in apparent agitation. 

“ Oh, Count Ifenburgh ! (ftie ex- 
claimed,) for pity’s fake be merciful 
towards me ! Send me back to St. 
Agnes, I conjure you ! The alFcilion 
with wdiich you condcfceml to honour 
me I never can return ; then ebafe to 
pcrfecute an unhappy creature, but're- 
fiorc her to the afylum where her 
perfon was Iheltered, and her woes 
alleviated/' “ This is not a feafon 
for nofifenfical intreaty; (anfwered 
Ifenburgh.), Is it natural that, after 
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the hazards I have run upon your 

e 

account, I (hould yield my prize be- 
fore I have been allowed, time fuf- 
ficient to gain your affeifiions? But this 
is not the fubje<5i upon which I wifli* 
to difeourfe with you. I have this 
morning received letters from Sigif- 
inund ; he is dangeroufly ill; your 
elopement feejm ’ to have filkd him 
with aftoniftiment ; but here is a letter 
addreffed to yourfelf. The contents, 
iijK)n my honour, are unknown to met 
}>erhaps, in that, he explains his feel- 
ings r 

At thefe words, Ifet^ui^li pre- 

>c 

fent«d Eftella with a l^or, direded 
to her in the hand writing of Sigifr^ 
mund. Her agitation was for > a few 
minutes too vKigait to parmit I«r to 
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break the feal and her grief, upon 
f>^rufing the following* (hgrt lines, 
was too • agonizing, to admit deferip- 
tion. 


TO ESTELLA. 

Upon firft perufing the biikt 
you had the effrontery to write, 
which confirmed the heart-rending 
reports already conveyed to me, in a 
tranrj)ort of mental anguifh, I refol- 
ded never again to fee or remember 
you. 


‘‘ The firft refolution I m\ll reU- 
giouQy k«^p ; the latter, I &r 

this once, deviate from. To tell you, 
Eftella • X renounce yoti eternally, that 
no penileiice ca|i yoor pardoot 
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but your infamous feducer {hall yet 
find, Lhave*an avenging arm* to re- 
drefs tliofe wrongs with which he has 
eternally branded me. 

“ SlGISMUND MaNSFELDT.’* 

Oh, merciful Providence! (exclaim- 
ed Eftella, wildly riling from her feat,) 
can nature bear this ftroke ! Is it not 
fufficient to be betrayed in the arts 
of falfhood' and treachery ; mufl: I, in 
addition, be cruelly upbraided? ^ Let 
me go! Let me fly this inftant! I 
will fee Sigifmund! I will convince 
him of my innocence 1 Then confine 
tne; Jtill me if you ple^fe ! . I will 
not repine, or even murmlirf*’ 

** This is the wild rhapfody of 
unmeaning paiBicm! » (cried Ifenbuigh, 
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forcibly leading her back to her feat.) 
Of what confcqueiice tt) you is the 
opinion of Sigifinund? You arc not 
accountable to him fur your a<5lions : 
.then why re'gard his puerile re- 
proaches? 

That Sigifmund loved you, I 
am not to learn : and,** though I yet 
conhder him as an ittlignificant rival, 
I glory ill having torn you from him, 
and having fecured you even from 
his knowledge.” 

‘‘ Ah, there you deceive ymirfelf,, 
Count Ileuburgh ; (returned Efteila,) 
Sigifmund* knows where I am; or, 
could he have font me tluit diftrefitng 
letter ?” 
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Indeed, Eftella, he does' not I 
(replied Ilenliurgh, with apparent ex- 
ultation,) Sigilmund has yet to learn 
the place of our concealment/'' 

Previous to quitting Leipfic, I 
difpatched to Mansfeldt a confidential 
fervant, with the letter you addreffed 
to SigiJ'mund, ^from St Agnes ; at the 
fame time comipiffioning the man lo 
announce, that you had accepted my 
offers, placed yourfelf- under my pro- 
tection, and fet off with me for 
Ariefheim ; (which is above two hun- 
dred and fifty leagues from the fpot 
li^here we are at prefent :) judge, 
then, how little Sigifmund^ knows of 
your real fituation ; and, believe me, 
that, even if he were ftiflScieijtly ro- 
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mantle to purfue us, ttiontlis inuft elapfe 
before he could accompliili his aim.” 

“ And what opinion do you ex- 
po^ me to entertain of you. Count 
I fen burgh, when you daily unfold a 
frefh fccne of wickednefs and diffimu- 
lation^ (enquired Eflella, with all 
the firmuefs Che could aflumc.) Even 
had you been etleemed by me, the 
developenient of fo much treachery 
and artifice, would render you, for 
ever defpicable and odious to me 

Women always pardon what 
dieir beauty occafions.” (Replied Ifen- 
burgh carelgfsly-) 

FalfCi falfe affertion ! (anfi^ered 
ElMla^ ^emphatically 5) hut* 10 the 
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commencement of your difcourfe, you 
affirmed Sigjfmund to be ill : pray 
heaven that is not the cafe?"* 

I repeat, he is dangeroufly i\U 
(cried Ifenburgh.) My fervant in- 
formed me the whole caftle was in 
confulion upon his account ; Jjxe mo- 
ther in tears, the father fending ex- 
preflTes lo all the decors in the dif- 
irlA* If you continue incredulous, I 
will call up HolftbkiK and you fhall 
yourfclf intei3re%ate Win." 

“ Oh, no, no! (cried Efiella, in 
undefcribable agony,) the mes&re 
ihy woes are now filled!” 

Suffocated 'by her tear#, foilther ut- 
terance was denied' Eiltella ; and Ifeaci* 
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burgh, partly melted by her grief, 
reluAantly pennitted her to retire to 
her own apartment. 






I4« 






CttAP XIL. 


No time Hiftll file mjr memoiy $ 

Ko, 1 will live to be thy monument $ 

Ah« In my heart th<m v$ aiiterr*d{ there^ there. 

Thy dear refe««lri|mfl» mm SaCd r 
My iove« mf Ml 

eomx^Kvu 


ThX griifef and’ 'ag^tioli' experi- 
enced by Efldla, at tUtr.feMtt-tend- 
in^ itfl«4kM, /liir’><®gtrttintid ' be- 
w m wm ihe 
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had plighted, added to the A-^tful 
idea that Ibe wa# hriendle&«' and in 
‘he potver of IfeidHirgh, i«b nearly 
lOo much for hear already exhanfted 
frame to fupport. 

Upon repairing to her apartment, 
(though funxMimded hft the women 
placed to attend her Imf the order 
of Ifenbuigh,') her AmoV and lamen- 
tation loiew »o bmindh 

Throvdnf herfelf' upon a couch, 
pnd covering her face with a hand 
herebtef, &e feetlfdd 'id&nfible of the 
prefeqce of her attendanti^ aaid alhre 
only to the<vh>tetice of hdf afflitSiodi. 

of 8%^und, 
was, to, kit that 


14« 
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attached . isSr ■ to Kfef '' ’ SigtAnuttd, 
de^r^ W''’her <;xifienc4^ and 

•whofe ■ vt»Y aUtgar- ferved ' :lnit 
heigHtea bar ifinoe' at - de- 

montlFaled' the Ms -attach* 

meat! 

the 

bed of ‘ ^bltfl^''*4)eU#mid^ 'her fhithlefs 
and cnm!t^#Sl«^ deftiny 

feemed to fcnhid any metlilaid o/ .ex- 
cul{»tmg h^felf, and Ayiag from the 
hateful tyraMiy (tf IfiaaJni^h.' 

Ifhe contuHiane^; of her extreme 
grief ihethed to foftcu of 

Chfer fMda^fwl . atr«hiog‘-'!Wo- 
od^^ei^eavoul^ to eoeliorete 
wqfd, was 

too ditfiy ttooiiiedajlo liOen to the 
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coinmcm contkdings of ^ty, ,HJ»d, for 
ifome ltt>ur«i her, t«$Brs unabating, 

andi- liie name of Sigifintaid jvould 
iovduntarily her iifjs, ».«cCoi]^- 

^nied by the pa^tstlc' lameata> 

tiona, till a gleam of hope dawned 
over her. mind, that, c^d (he obtain 
the ftieildfl%'i of ' a^ei^hht, <he 

might, {Hobahiy, tbfiHlhfv Iwt m«an*, 
eii^ her efcape |»ower of 

Ifenbutgli. 

Reanimated' by tkh idea, ' EAeiia 
tefiified the moft lively ^gmtilude for 
the attritions of Ulrique, and.i|gl|ihed 
a vifihle prefewfice 'in 
aftei:.^lbBi{e, time*, when fla^en^vf^ed 
to prevail .mpoa hetyto> faym* h^ 
{mprefetttiag.ii» ifft# jtetai^cd, 

and to . die. icaltle, 




isd 


* faifi^ltiibod) I Utim «ra« 
grieved' aafe* Itf’ '‘fiiid 

mriqae £^flclied dS^dljr to < h«r ^iiwdr 
in^, and fitiaily to proteft her duity to 
Count Ifenbtngh troulri not pertaft 
her td’ it! op^j^tioa to fcit ‘ vtfil. 

Notvrithflttvd^ tfaehr 

kS interview' itol occ9&^ed to Efldla, 
Ifenli&t^, i)i^4aiI9^'* ihdrihg 

hitofeli^ -Ihto her {rt^ncet fometHnOff 
paraiin^ hk pafitob to* ttoeiiHofti livdfy 
add 'S^flened* caiooto»'^4t eilten^ endoft^ 
vourii%%dtotliiidia^hMr h^ thseitab- 


At ttlfc expiTafldd'*t0f "d’'4l8#efci as 

ytrn^tatikm 

fhjm 4^|^toifid, ai^' ofl®riifcg.ed|> 
fwayeis to Wa«», to totod ler an 





Ul 

‘‘***~~‘~*~~**''**~~nrnnTTrr~~T'^Ji'i'iiW' 'll’ "i n' 

opportaaky af dmiiiag -,lt Mm* 

Ifeaburil^ sbnipt}y|jNke^ 
meat* «id, by. 

criedt 

** I l»va jaft recaivtd noj^Muit 
tidings; Eftdita, I ihsll CXpeA you to; 
join ia mf ditopfik" 

Eftella mfed bw ifyw Ikiiii t)i« 
paper (he was readings and fixed thenif 
for a few minutea, i^papadifidly upon 
Ife(dxtrg}i% 4hen ^^ung, i«im tanud 
tbem upon tiie dear, tfiougjbenidi letter. 

Zfeabar^ ees ^t ap w ed. f* 1. difKt|^, 
Efidbi, ym ■wwld hate JWoi ^ua 

indMferent lie' vhat- eftowsd ti ,Si- 
gtfixnmllfK 
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’*** Sigifttcaad'^ (eagdlyi exclaimed 
Eftetlx^v hxiri^'yow 4iew:d<6roin Sigif- 
mond?” 

Ifenburgh viewed her for feme 
foilUites' ria ..fileiicef "^he malignancy 
ihat*'hbam^d ifrem hi»*«y<ai, terrified 
and confmmdedfelmr s</for fo^ time 
they both re«Mii»cd fifett'j at length 
IfonbOrgh feilih‘'4r«f ' 

l;'tf^r to diarm' you* the lively 
intereft you fo cmuUdfy' for my 
poor friend, renders Hie apprehenfive 
that the fad event i thavc to unfold 
tikiy overflotver 

|«ca 







I >j»m nmUf'. vtsTfu4niiMlkr #on- 
cerqed, (i^ied Ifenbui]^]Ma>Mid^9N>Mr 
agitation adds to my trouble. Ptwir 
Sigifmund*’— 


“ Is dead! ((Hrieked Efidiai ia'ahnoft 
breathlefs agony); ytMsH* utokK^’ yoUf 
looks, thing couHli^it f’ 

“ 'Tis too true, “ ptg^tred Ifctt- 
burgh); I have loft the beloved com- 
panion of niy- chih^ood, ^^^bied 
triend of mv riper year*.” 

The grief and diftreft of' Eftella 
at thi« •^fBi£ik%'-4aleUigaMl«, 'j> oe^tlif 
ahmiiited* td diftrat^iob, 'Huff |>r«fefi«>, 

Hid hs0m 

H B 



'Wiidiwivt m 

StesiakmMMttjiA 




«Mt uiteee^ «m7 M&kag 
(MaMu 


Far from fofrened by l*«r 
Ifer^ui^h oWerved her with gloomy, 
aog^ and it not till her pallid 
.and half cki^Bd feemed 


to (fcclare .ft#>^ netf that 

he of her 

i^omen, .^hc^ .d^ge cemfigned 


her^ with the ftriaeft ii^juiidliQns that ihe 
Aoold receive every care and attention. 


During. Imrefal day»;)that a vieleat 
&ver feemed to threaten, ultimately, 
timMfe af^fee^^ddjjpibi^ 
in *, filths vmAf 
^ntfelvpi^'iccmSHitiy ha ^ eflpNham. 
h«r,a^iidi| ahiM^ 
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nMmentitaly ,|3(Hule eD^vks ooooera-* 
iag h«r« aod every iaftafit wtteterf-ftfefli 
dire<5lions for procuring an increUk of 
taedkal sdvke. 

On the fifth dj^ of her iUnefti. the 
principal pbyGiaen. who attended* 
deliveied it » his 4;i|foiioa, that her 
'oomplaint i^ammdted ’the crifiat and 
that her ^j^n^th'wdnld fail, at the 
impottaat aument. 

DiftraAed at the information, 
Ifiwhuigh wildly cBtchdmad* 

^ 6a;ye her life, and eontnUMl i^y 
^Tia I, aloM, am her 
iwaiieiawi 'Ob,' meacifid. Pfwhieiiipe, 

i8j»^nadk1^Jhft«iiii^ And, 
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itt' fjrfte! of fev«ry efibrfc to *d€*f»in 
him, he 'Mh^ Into the*ii|&rttQil9tit iof 
Eftella. 

A profound lilence reigned ; he 
approached the bed; Eftella lay en- 
tranced in a de^ fleep;,the carna- 
tion of her was ^ed; a lily 

palenefs fpread over het^^mtenartce, 
yet was her beahty as eminently con- 
fplcuous as at the firft moment he had 
behdd her! 

Sorrow asd coihpuiu^dh overwhelm- 
ed him, and, kneeling by her bed fide, 
he folemnly vowed,' if her life was 
fpired,'^’' to '^pHle ^ Ah ' %tw^‘he 

hld'iefi^ed,*'bi'V hofidwlbil^lr-' 
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Wb«# /bulged fipm tfae^ilcb'6hti»- 
bear,'‘jdie« difireft a^f^ifentiiiii^il^^ibemed 
to derive increafing flreogth: 
fome mortteots, foothed the phyftciaDB, 
and pfoipired, that could they reftore 
Eilelia, their rfewarda (hould lie hound- 
lefsi at other*, threat^ed them with 
the nnoft rigorw* p»a|ifl*nMS|it in cafe 
of her didoiutiojt. 

The natuml good conffitutiwi Ef- 
tella po0effcd, once more befriended 
her; and, contrary to the expedation 
of her.,, attendant*, i*er>. tUnefi took a 
fuddeo and favourable turn 

■^hc' joy ^tjpon her 

defpair,^^ri||i|sch*<‘dlmgt^^i|^ hep*, 
veheis^t; v^tf^Scal attta^- 
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l&S 


tirts, as well as nurfes, were laden 
with acknowledgmcnti^ both pecuniaiy 
and perfanaL 
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CHAP. XIIL 


"What envious Areaks 
t>o Jace the fevering clotids in yonder Eaft t 
*Si$hVi candles are burni; out^ and jocund day 
Stands tiptoe on the mlfty mountains* tops. 

I mtUl be cone— • 


XhOUGH health «ru refbred to 
Efleihi, the oontinued a prey to the moA 
tarmeqling difquietude ; grief, for the 
lo& of Sii^Qad, preyed ufioa bee 
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mind, and the honourable intentions 
that Ifcuburgli avowed, filled her with 
chagrin and terror. 

Had file never known Sigifniund, 
her fentimenls and difpofition were 
fo oppofite to thofe of ifenburgh, 
that it would have been impolTiblc 
for hei voluntarily to have confented 
to a union, notwithflanding liis rank 
and fortune. 

What then were her fenfations, 
whilfl idolisJing the memory of her 
hufband, and refolutely determining 
never to enter into a fecond engage- 
ment; upon reffedirig that the i^as in 
the power of a violent and overtmar- 
ing man, tlie Have of bin paffioos, 
who imagijied, that,' in offering mar- 
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riage, he extenuated ex;cry previous 
caufc of offence ; and whofe propo- 
fala, though (he refolved never to ac- 
cept, the yet trembled at the confe- 
queuccs of refufing. 

To fly from the caftle, and place 
herfelf under the prote<5hon of the 
Baronefs Mansfcldt, was the fuminit 
of her defires. Sigifrauiid hjid always 
painted his mother In fuch amiable 
colours, that, though unknown, (lie ex- 
perienced for her an undefcribablcrlove 
and veneration: jet the remembrance 
of the folemn promife with which 
fhe had bound herfelf to Sigifmund, 
never to difclofe their union, pre- 
cluded every idea of claiming her 
proteifVion, any otherwife, than as a 
friendlefs and unproteded feinate; but 
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the chara£le{ ftie ha4 heard of the 
Baronefs for beixevolcflce and good- 
nefs, induced her to hope ftie ihould 
not Iblicit in vain. 

The idea was, doubtleis, romantic; 
bot Eftclla was very young, iaexpe- 
tienced and ftiendlefs ; and, at the 
fmalleft ihadow of hope, (he eagerly 
grafped. 

But to efifea an efcape from the 
power of Ifenburgh, feemcd almoft im* 
pra6licable. She was coollantly watch- 
ed throughout the day-time, and at 
night, Uirique fkpt in her chamber, 
yet difficulty could hot baoiffi the 
idea from her mindj and whilft, to 
lull the fufpictom of Ifonburgh and 
his domeilics, Ibe a^^eared more calm 
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and refigacd than fince her refi- 
denc€ at the caftle, flae was revolving 
fiiefh fchemes io efcape from it for 
ever. 

Ifeaburgh, in the mean while, en- 
deavoured to difiipate the vifible me- 
lancholy of Edella, by unremitting at- 
tention* and to engage her affejftkm 
by the moll: artful and infinuating C 0 i>- 
du(51 ; but though apprehenlive of irri- 
tating him, flie attempted to conceal 
the averfion he had in^ired ; in fpite 

m 

of her efforts, her diflikc was fo ap- 
jUrent, it was frequently dilhcult to 
him to refrain from giving vent to 
his anger, and reproaching her with 
the coldnefs with which flie Uftened 
to his of a&^n. 
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Eftelia Ijad fufficiently recovered 
from her illnefs to walk in the air. 
Attended by Ulrique, and' another 
female fervant, ftie had taken a. long 
walk in the extenfive gardens belong- 
ing to the cattle, (the lofty walls and 
iron gates of which feemed to extin- 
guilh every hope Ihe had cherilhed of 
efcaping.) when Ifenbuigh fuddenly 
appeared before her. 

Exercife had reftored the rofes to 
her cheeks that illnefs had diffipated, 
and never had (he. appeared fo lovely 
in the eyes of Ifenburgh, as at that 
inttant. He ordered the women to 
retire, and then foftening his manner, 
addretted Ettella, informing her, with 
many expreffiom of tepderhefs, that 
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the prieft wgs arrived, 3nd that he 
flattered hlmfelf, as her health was 
fo vilibly reftored, the would confent 
to their union taking place that even- 
ing, or the following morning. 

Eftella turned pale. “ It cannot 
be this evening; (fhe /aulteriog faid,) 
it is impoflihle !" 

“ Tomorrow, then, dearefl Eftella, 
(returned Ifenburgh,) and we will then 
quit this fpot, and vifit fome of my 
diftant eflatcs. Travelling will be fer- 
viceable to your health.” 

Eftella derived courage from the 
jnildnefs the perceived in Ifcnburgh’s 


manner. 
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“ Count Ifjpburgb, (ihe exclaim-^ 

ckIt) i castnot permit you to oouriih 

the idea, that I can ever unite my 

deftiny to yours! By defiring it,' you 

do me infinite honour, and I am 

grateful for your intentions; but ob- 

ftacks, that never can be removed, 

«• 

Qppofe fuch a marriage { and, be af- 
fured, you have now heard my final 
refolution !’’ 

Ifmburgb could not conceal his 
difpleafure at this declaration ; he do- 
manded to know nutfma that a<v 
tuated her refufiOij and made ide of- 
every poffible argument to induce her 
to comply with his pcfio&lii, or to 
difclofe the caafe of thdr 
Eflella was immovable; . and th» anger 
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and djfapfKwntroent of Ifenburgh cn- 
creafed. 

“ Tomorrow, (he added, vehe- 
incntly,) the chapef will be prepared 
for our nuptials, and the prieft in 
readinefs to hear ottr vows ; difpofe 
yoorfelf, therefore, Efteliia, to meet 
me at the altar, and become my wife 
by inclination. The oSst never (hall 
be again repeat^; if, therefore, it is 
not •wtllmgJf accepted, compulfton (hall 
make you my *aiftref«, You now 
know the alternativcj decide as you 
think proper, but I will no fooger be 
trifled with F** 


With tfieefe woj'*, Ifonborgb 
ted' aiid, (ertiited and coo- 
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founded, ftie was reconduded to her 
apartment. 

The remaining part of the day 
was pafled by Eftella' in endeavour^ 
ing to efcape from the detefted power 
of Ifenburgh, previous to the time 
he had appointed for their nuptials. 

She travesfed the long fuite of 
rooms appropriated for her ufe, and 
again examined, if the thick bars of 
iron which Ifenburgh had taken the 
precaution to fix on the outfide of 
the windows, could be removed by 
an etFort of violence. »They refitted 
all her attempts ; and, fearful the 
might be obferved making the endea- 
vour, the returned to the joom in 
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which ftiq had^ l^ft Ulriquc aad Ger- 
trude. 

Upon entering the apartment, the 
found them unpacking I'ornc large 
trunks^ and taking from* fonic 

rich, and elegantly fancied dj^effes. 

“ Obferve, my dear lady, (cried 
Ulrique,) what beautiful^ deaths Count 
Ifenburgh has ordered for yoii ! 1 h^y 

are but this inftant arrived ; he wUhed 
to furprife you V* 

They are very handfome, (re- 
turned Eftella^ coldly,) but they are 
not for me/' 

‘‘ Oh, yes, indeed, my lady, but 
they are all for you^ (ajnfwered UJ- 

yot. I — 1 
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rique,) which will you pleafe to felcil 
for tomorrow*? This, white and fil- 
vcr, would, I think, become you, and 
be very fuitable.” 

Eftella fliook her head, and was 
filent ; Mil the mean time, her at- 
tendants, delighted at viewing the 
fplendid attire, continued taking the 
different dreffes from the chells, and 
fpreading them • upon the chairs and 
fofas. 


“ Well, now, (continued Ulrique,) 
this is furprifing ! If here is not an 
entire mourning robe ! Who could 
haye fuppofed that any otic could be 
fo ridiculous to mingle Mwifc with 
bridal finery!” 
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Ellclla, from the time flie had heard 
the afflicting intelligence* of Sigifmunds 
•death, had ardently dc fired to ihew 
her 2'efpeA for his memory by wearing 
mourning; but, circurafiaaced as flic 
then was, to obtain a black drefs, was 
inipoffible, and the had had no other 
means of evincing her ificllnatroh, than 
by refraining from wearing colours^ and 
girding a black ribljon round her 
waifi; the fight, therefore, of the 
black robe, renewed all her wifhes, 
anci even determined her to over- 
come her fern pies of accept i!>g a pre- 
fent from Ifenburgh ; and, much to 

^ m- ' 

the aftonUhroent of Ulrique and Ger-- 
trade, (he de(ired them to prepare 
that robe for her wearing the follow- 
ing njor|iing. 
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Night came, but brought with it 
no hopes^ of * flying from Ifenburgh. 
Eflella went mbiirrifviHy to bed; fleej)* 
was a ftranger to her eye-lMs; her 
anxiety incrcafed with every fucceed- 
ing hour which the great clock be- 
longing to the caftle announced. 

At length ' morning dawned, and 
the clock tolled five ! Ellella ftarted 
from her bed;-’ one great effort was 
ncccffary ; if fhe failed, could Ihe be 
more wretched than at that period ? 
If Ihe (hould fucceed!—— 

The probability of fudcfifs reani- 
mated lier courage : (he foftly opened 
the curtains of the bed in which Ul- 
rique flept, and perceived her in a 
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profoiiud ile^p. Cautiaufly . ckjaig 
theni, (he commenced flfcffing hcrfelf 
v/uh ircpidalioo. The box, contain-' 
in:; the mourning robe wa3 in the 
hamber. Eftrlla could not refift the 
tcmjifation, hut^ opening tlie lid, took 
out the drels, and haflily wrapped 
herfeif in its drapery., 

A large pelife belonging to Ul- 
rique being near the bottom of her 
bed, with a pmjeifling bonnet, made 
in the manner of the country people, 
flruck Efteila's eyes, and the idea 
flatbed acrofs her imagination, that 
enveloped in them, (as her figure bore 
fome "tefemblance to that of her at- 
tendant,) ftie might efcape deteftion, 
ihould Ji\t chance to meet any of tlic 
fervanis of the cattle 
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Taking, therefore, her purfe, and 
dividing the little fom it contained, 
die put one half with the part of’ 
her ivardrobf, too heavy to be re- 
moved hy her own hands, and, with 
a penci^l, dircided them for Ulrique, 
as a conapenfation for taking her bon- 
nel and pelifei then haftily folding 
licrfelf in the latter, and pulling the 
bonnet completely over her face, ilie 
took the fmall btodfo of her cloaths 
that remained in her hand, and, with 
uhdefcribable anxiety, made an effort 
to open the door of her chamber. 

A weighty bar of iron was placed 
acrofs the door, in addition ' to a 
ftrong double lock that faftened it. 
Eftella . cantioully removed the bar ; 
though heavy, it i produced no found f 
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but, when with trembling fingers flie 
turned the key, , winch* fecqred tiie 
h)ck, k teemed to limp with fuch 
^'ioknice^ that her heart funk witlnn 
her, and ftie remained a few minutes^ 
motionleft, with fear and terror* 

Every thing, however* remained 
quiet in the apartnretit, and Eftella, 
recovering her fpirits, foftly clofed the 
door, and defeended the great Oair- 
cafe- Though Ihe walked with tlic 
lightncfs of a fylph, yet her foft fteps 
re-echoed upon the large Gothic flairs 
upon which the trod : her fears eu- 
Created every iuftant; every foiuul 
feemedr to indicate purfiiit ; and, when 
arrived at the entrance of the hall, 
the wasi forced, for a few minutes^ to 
grafp a pillar for fup|H>rt! 
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Diflant voices convinced lier the 
iriferior fervarfts had rifen, and-> upon 
gaining the outward halh her Jty was* 
extreme, at perceiving the grand en- 
trance door open ! 

She defeended thd (tone fteps that 
coiiducfted into tjic park ; and, with the 
utnioft fpeed, .walked down the avenue 
of oaks which opened into the high road. 

At the extremity of the walk was 
placed a lodge, ke|>t by a woman, 
formerly a fervant in the family, and, 
who now received a fraall penfion 
from Ifenburgh for the trouhle of at- 
tending the gate. 

Eflella’s apprehenfiotis 6ncteafed as 
flie approached that fpot, but trufting 
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to Ulrique*s habit, and pulling her 
bonnet yet more over •her face, Ihe 
walkqji on witli tolerable compofure. 

Two little children were playing 
near the gale. Upon feeing her ad- 
vance, tliey ran. into the lodge to 
fetch tlie key from their mother, and 
fpeedily returning, and unlocking the 
door, curtefied to Eflella as fhe palled; 
the eldeft faying, 

“Good morning, Miftfefe Ulrique; 
I fuppofo you are going to the 
fair r” 


“..Yes, (anfwered Eftelia, fcarce 
knowing wbat (he uttered ; and, at 
the .fame titne, throwing fome fma^I 
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money to the little enquirer and his 
brother.*’) 

The children gratefuMy returned 
their innocent thanks ; and Eflel|a, 
quickening her pace, hurried down 
the road, eyery moment dreading and 
expelling purfuit. 

In lefs than a quarter of an hour, 
her apprehenfions increahxl, with hear- 
ing voices, and the found of wheels 
approaching! Her heart beat thick, 
and refpiration nearly failed h€r,^when. 
the ‘ caufe of her alarm appeared in 
fight, and proved to be a fmall cart, 
full of men, women and children, in 
their holiday cloaths, finging/ laughing, 
and talking. Her fears gave way upon 
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pcrceivmg them, and the driver of 
the cart addrefled her as* he approach- 
ed, with, 

“ If you are going to the fair, 
young woman, I have juft one feat 
to fpare, and will carry you for a 
trifle r” 


Eftella joyfully accepted this pro- 
pofal ; and though ftie knew not to 
what fair they were going, or where 
Ihe fhould be carried, willingly af- 
cended .the vthicl« 

The mirth and good humour which 
feemeid to reign in the little circle, 
though (he did not partake of, yet 
diffiifed ,a traniStory pleafure over the 
mind of EflelJa, whp gathered from 
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their converfation, that the fair to 
which they ^ere deftined, was held 
at Mindleheim, and about two leagues 
from thence. 

Her companions, too much occu- 
pied with the idea of the pleafure 
they thould enjoy, to obferve the cou- 
fufion and embarmflfment of Eflclla, 
fuffered her* to remain fileut and un- 
noticed; and after travelling about an 
hour and a half, which, to the agi- 
tated t f Efteila, feemed an age, the 
vehicle flopped at a»fmall inn in the 
fuburbs of the town of Mindleheim. 

Eflclla, not knowing what flep 
next to take, and whofe mind Was 
bcwildeired with , anxiety, mechanically 
defeended froila tfre conveyance, and, 
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after fatisfying the driver ftr his trou- 
ble, remained alone in *1110 court-yard 
of the inn, her travelling companions 
having, with one accord, haftily re- 
paired to the fpot on whicii was held 
the fair. 

The rattling of a carriage aroiifed 
her in fome incafure from her re- 
verie ; (he retreated a few paces, and 
a coach, of general conveyance, drove 
up to the door, to take up pafTen- 
gers. 


An elderly woman, of prepolTeffing 
appearance, defcended from the fteps 
of tlie inn door, and approached the 
coach, when, feeing Eftella, and con- 
eluding from her drefe, and the bun- 
dle (he held in Keir liaod, that (he 
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was a fellow-traveller, addrefled her 
with much cKility. The cpachmaii 
joining in the miftake, intreated Ef- 
tella to follow the lady; and Eftella, 
ill whofe mind the idea of flying 
from Ifcnburgh was alone predomi- 
nant, waited not for a fecoud invita- 

* , 1 . 

tion : and, without knowing to wjiat 
fjX)! the coach was dcflined, or con- 
fidcring any thing but that ihe might 
probably baffle the purfuit flie judged 
would be made after her, placed her- 
felf in the coach, which immediately 
let forwards, with a velocity nearly 
equal to her wilhes ; and Ihe was, in a 
few hours, many leagues diftant from 

Mindleheim- 
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CHAP. XIV. 


A folitary biefJing few can findt 

Our joys, with tliofc wc lovi;, arc tr»terwih*d : 

And he* whofc iicipful lenckrwfs removes 

Th^ obftrtKiiiing thorn which whwnds the breaft he Io\ fi, 

Smooths not another's rugfcd patii alone^ 

But fcattm rofes to aNdbrn his own, 

MIS9 M AsrilAU MOSLSt 


The. coach in which Eftella tra- 
velled, happened to take up no other 
paflenger ; Ihe was therefore alone, 
Tvith the woman who had, in feme 
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CHAP. XV. 


Then, while her lovely eyes with forrows flow, 

??hc half reveals the fliory of her woe ; 

1 he gcn^^Ie dame her talc with pity bears, 

‘’ighs back her grief, and anfwcis tears with tears, 

HOO|.&*S TA8S0. 


The fecond evening after their de- 
parture from Mindieheim, Eftella, whh 
Mr&. Steinfdrt, arrived at Piljm. Mrs. 
Stein fort defired to be conveyed di- 
re<5lly to the raftle of Stralzi, adding, 
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that her prefence mud be much xe« 
quired there, as the Marquis and Mar-^ 
chionefs Rofenhaim were either arri- 
ved, or hourly expeded, and confe- 
quently the caftle would be full of 
guefls. 

Eftellas heart funk within her as 
they approached the fplendid manfion 
ot' Stralzi; and looking at Mrs. Stein- 
fort with eyes fwimming in tears, faid : 

I ought to thaiik you foi youi 
many attentions, Madam, before we 
feparate. Alas! what will now beconu: 
of me!” 

Tears impeded further utterance. 
Mrs. Stejnfort regarded her a few mi- 
nutes in hleiice ; then^ taking her hand, 
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faid; I cannot endure the thoughts 
of leaving fo •young a woman unpro- 
locked. Wili you place youri'elf under 
iny care for this night? I can infure 
you, for that period, an afylum in the 
raflle : in the morning, I will men- 
tion your hiRory to the Barond’s ; and, 
if vou have related the truth, I think, 

I may xcuitine to proinife you her 
proteeVion.'’ 

The joy and gratitude of Eftella 
at the kind offer of Mrs. Steinfort, 
pcrJedly without bounds ; and (he en- 
ivied the caffle of Stralzi in a date of 
iiappinefs foe had not experienced for 
many months. 

The following morning, agreeably 
to her prornife, Mrs* Steinfort acquaint- 
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e(j the Baroncfs with the lingular chaiicc 

of her meetuig with Ellella ; of tlie 

« 

favourable opinion (he had iafpired her 
with ; and of the liberty (he had taken, 
in bringing her for one night to tl)e 
ealllc. 


Alter licaring Mrs. Stciiiforts re- 

* 

eital, w'hich the good woinaii leiulercd 
ver\ minute, by enlarging ii[)on the 
moft trifling ciicuinllances, the Haron- 
ef^ declaring (he fell an uiRonimon 
pr( pofleiilou in her favour, (Jehreal 
Mrs Stein fort to condtafl her to her 
apartrneiu, a coininmid Mrs. Steinlbrf 
obeyed with alacrity. 

Edeita, thougli delighted at the 
fuminoas, yet felt much embarraff'ed 
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at the idea of prefencing herfelf to 
the Baronefs, but refolved; if interro- 
gated, to relate every occurrence of 
her life, the event of her marriage 
alone excepted; and that important 
circumftauco, the held herfelf not at 
liberty to divulge, in confequence of 
the facred promife fhe .had given 1o 
Siaifinund to conceal it. 

Notwithftanding the encouraging 
aflurances of Mrs. Steinfort, that Ba- 
ronefs Stralzi felt much difpofed in her 
favour, Eftella’s agitation was fo ex- 
ceffive upon entering the apartment of 
the Baronefs, that her trembling limbs 
almofl refufed to fupport her, Mrs, 
Steinfort, as foon as (he had prefented 
ter to the Lady, withdrew ; aad Ef- 
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tclla, fmkiiig at the feet of the Pa- 

* 

ronefs, pathetically entreated her pity 
and proleclion. 

T!ie Baronefs, though {)reparcd by 
Sleinfort for the appearance of 
\oinh and extreme beauty, was yet 
dazzled by the bewitching lovelinefs 
■f\ Ellclla, wliuni, railing (win the 
giound, and placing on tlie fofa by her 
fide, the encouraged by the moil affable 
behaviour, and promifed, if (he needed 
an> office of friendftrip, to befriend 
lea to the extent of her power. 

1 he inlcrefting and innocent man- 
ner in which Efteila uttered the gra- 
tdude of her heart, encreafed the pre- 
podeffion and admiration of ihe Brn 

tonrf: 
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Eftella was endowed by nature with 
the nioft engaging addrifefs, and capti- 
j^ating manner ; and, as thefe qualities 
were the gifts of nature, unaflifted by 
art, fo they feldom failed of iutereO:- 
ing tliofe fhe addrefled in her favour. 

The Baroiiefs, after fomc (oin erhi- 
tion, in which the fuuvity of her be- 
haviour in fome meafure diniinllhed 
the diffidence of her juvenile com- 
panion, exprclTed a with to know by 
what lingular circumllance fo youiig 
a creature Oiould be thrown deftitute 
and fi icndlefs on the w'orld ? 

For (added (he) Mrs, ?Steinforl 
informs me, you have told her, that 
you have not a fingl^ friend in exift- 
ence r’ 
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EiU;lla, with teai-s, repeated tlu: 
melancholy adiirance; and, agreeable 
to the refolutiori the had formed, fig- 
liified to the Baronefs, that, if it would 
not be intruding too much upon her 
time, the would relate the incidents 
of her life. 

The Baronefs teftified an cngei 
delire to hear her narrative ; and, 
after a ihort time, Eflella fiiithfully 
related every eircumftance of her early 
life ; the fingular manner in which 
Madame V^eldentz kept her fecluded 
in the lorell near Colditz, and of the 
unaccountable departure of her go\^er- 
nefsj not concealing the letter which 
informed her, that the Abbefs of St. 
Clare wafi prepared to receive her: 
her flight from their cottage to efcape 
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the Abbefs, with the chimerical hope 
of overtaking Madame Veldentz.” 

When Eftella approached that part 
of her hiftory that related to her firft 
feeing Sigifmund, grief at his remem- 
brance^ and confution at the idea that 
the muft fupprefs the circimi fiances of 
her life that related to him, alnufi 
overpowered her, and articulation was, 
for a few moments, fufpended. 

The Baronefs, who folely imputed 
her diforder to confufion at the recol- 
]e<rtion of her difobedicnce to the in- 
Jim<ftions of her governefs, endeavoured 
to comfort her; and Eftella, with fome 
difficulty, proceeded to relate her meet- 
ing with Count Ifenburgh in the foreft; 
of his conveying her to his caftle near 
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Colditz, and her illnefs and confine- 
ment there; of her applitatioii to the 
Abbefs of St. Clare, and diflrefs at 
being refufed admittance to the cx)n- 
vent : and her then gaining an afylum 
in that of St. Agnes. 

She then proceeded to relate the 
artifice by which ifenburgh had en- 
fnared her from the convent ; and of 
his fubfequent conduct whilfl in his 
power, at his caftle, near Mindleheim ; 
and concluded, with an exntfl detail 
of her fortunate cfcape, and fiill more 
fortunate meeting with Mrs. Stein/ort, 
which had been the means of intro 
ducing her. to the Baronefs Stralzi 

When Efiella had concluded her 
flory, the Baronefs, •affefteii by her 
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fijfferings, and loftciitd by her ap}>a- 
icnl candour, thanked ]\cr ibr the 

t 

( onfidcncc (he had repofed, and pro- 
iliiifed to render her every ter\ ice in 
her power; at the tame time (lie couhl 
not ibrbear from pointing out to El- 
tella, that her diftretfes had arifen 
from her own tm[>rudencc: ; and that, 
from difobedienec to the injunctions 
of Madame Veldentz, her fubfequent 
mihibrtuncs folely originated! 

To be deprived in fo fudden and 
extraordinary a manner of your pro- 
tcdiels, (added the Baronets,) was a 
heavy affliction, and required the ex- 
ertion of all your fortitude; but, from 
your knowledge of the ^ character of 
your friend, you ^ought to have been 
convinced that her reafbns for quitting 
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voii were not to he controverted; innJ 
tlnit, even could you have overtaken 
her in h^r you would have 

only added to her diflreh : and, alter 
all, the i'eparatioii mujl have taluai 
place. 


It’ Madame VeldeiiU acted IVom 
i^ood principles, Ihc would have been 
firm; if, from bad oaci*, you would, 
depend upon it, have found Iut hn- 
flacahhl I do not mean to dillrcfs 
you ; but art you aw^arc of all the 
confcquenccs attendant upon the re- 
jection of the Abl>efs of St. Clare to 
receive you in the convent V’* 

“ My conduifl admits of no extenu- 
ation.” (Returned Eftella, weeping.) 



212 


FtlGITIVE OF 


Yes ; your youth and iiiexperi- 
ence are, in fdme meafure, palliatives; 
^nd you have even fuffered* beyond 
your indifcretion, (replied the Ba-> 
roncfs;) but, it appears from your 
ftory, that the idea has never occurred 
to you, that it is alone in the con- 
vent of St. Clare, that you can ever 
hope to hear intelligence of Madame 
Veldentz; for, as (he fuppofes you in 
that retirement, if, at any future pe- 
riod (he is induced to feek you, will 
not that naturally be the place of her 
enquiry ?” 


“ The refle<flton has too often 
wounded me. Madam, (anfwered Ef- 
tella ;) though I miift own I am bope- 
lefs, as to her ever attempting tv feek 



THE t OREST. 2ii 


me! But what can I do? The Ab-' 
befs, })rejudiced againft itie, Iras refufed 
me admittance ; and what fhall I gain 
by frefli application, but a contumelious 
refufal! NevertheJefs, if it is your 
Ladyfliip’s advice, I A'ill make the 
attempt V' 

I would advife, that, at any tate 
you make enquiries rcfpecling your 
friend, (replied the Baronefs,) who, 
it is .poffMe"^ though not very probable^ 
may have written to you at the con- 
vent.’' 


‘‘ I dare not hope for fucli good 
fortune ! (exclaimed Eflella ;) yet, de- 
pend uj)on it, my Lady, I will follow 
your advice.” 
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‘‘ Then write to the Abbefs, in., 
the coiirfe •of a. few days, (rejoined 
the Baronefs ;) inform her, that you 
are, at prefeut, under my prote<5lion ; 
and, fo far from defiring your admit- 
tance into the conv^ent, I do not in- 
tend to part with you ; but requeft 
to hear any intelligence fhe may 
have to communicate refpecSting Ma- 
dame Veldentz. I will alfo write 
to lier, and inclofe your letter in my 
packet/’ 

Efieila expreiTed her gratitude and 
thanks for the kindnefs of the Baron- 
efs, in the moft affhaing manner; and 
felt fo {XJwoj-fuIly, . the force of her 
gooduOls, that the moft painful regret 
overwhelmed her at having been forced 
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to with duplicity, towards', fo ap- 
parently, an aniia!>le wotnan ; and. 
while feomingly difclofing the whoij' 
of her hiftory, concealing fiich a })viu- 
cipal event as her rliarnage! 

She felt moft fevercly, that o^w 
deviation from truth, introduces a re- 
petition of falfehoods; and deeply re- 
gretted, tl)at, hurried on t>y paflion, 
fhe had ever yielded confent to a 
clandeftine union, wl)5ch bad Uiecef- 
fiiatcd her to promife fucb inviolable 
fecrefy ; the memory of Sigifmund 
was dearer to her than ever ; and ihc 
reproached herfelf with Inning been 
the caufe of fuch an affeiftionate foifs 
difobedience to his parents; and pain- 
ted, m her imagination, the di^lref^ 
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and remorfe he mull have endured 
upon his dea*th bed, whilft receiving 
the tendered parental attentions, at the 
reflection, that he had committed an 
aflion he dared not to avow ! 

As thefe afflicting images paflTed 
over the mind of Eflella, her counte- 
nance imbibed the melancholy cad of 
her ideas, and appeared fo affedlingly 
forrowful, that the Barotiefs, who was 
attentively obferving her, felt almod 
overpowered with pity and comrnife- 
ration ; and, taking her hand as die 
fat by her fide, affured her, in the 
kinded manner, of her future friendlhip; 
and Edelia, fmiling through her tears, 
endeavoured to thtxiw afide the gloomy, 
and entertain more cheerful ideas. 

t 
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1 he entrance of B^ron Stralzi in- 
scmipted their converfation ; and, aftn 
ha\‘Ing been introduced’ to him by llul 
Daronefs, as a young perfon of wljom 
flic hi^ taken charge, Endla wltlidicw 
to her own apaitincnf. 



von. I— 1' 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Then pilgrim turn, thy cares ^rego, 

Ali earth born cares are wrong* 

Man wants but little here below, • 

Nor wants that little long. 

eOtPSMtTlC. 


Baroness Stralzl was naturally 
amiable and good-tempered ; but ro- 
mantic and credulous to an extreme. 
Married at a very early period to a 
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mail confiderably older*' than herfclf, 
wlio indulged her in every inclina- 
tion and caprice, (he gave way, with- 
out fcruple, to the predominant turn 
of her mind; and to be beautiful^ in- 
ierejling^ and unforiundte^ was a fare 
criterion to obtain iier aid, fympathy 
and friendfhip. 

Notwithflanding the innumei able 
decept 10116 that were pra^ifed upon 
her, and the variety of difappoint- 
menls the experienced, Baronefs Sh al- 
zi perfifted in cheriflilng the illufiou, 
and allowing herfclf to Ixi folcly 
governed by the impulfe of the mo- 
fnents a failing that was particularly 
favourable to Eftella, whofe beautiful 
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figure, and romantic hiftory, at once 
excited a confiderabler intereft in her 
bofom. 

The Baron, who faw witli pain* 
the ferious vexations that the fudden 
and violent friendfhips of his lady 
frequently produced, liftened but cold- 
ly to the encomiums beftowed by her 
on Eftella, after the had withdrawn; 
and could fcarce forbear from hinting 
his doubts, ai^ to the truth of her 
ftory, which aCppearhd to: him llrange 
and improbable, 

Complaifance, however, tp the 
Baronefs, cQ«ftrained him to iilence 
upon that fubjeA^ and he contented 
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hiaifelf with obfervings he hoped 
her new friend would nc^t difappoint 
her expedations. 

The Baron, though thus niiftrufl- 
ful of the innocent Eflella, wanted 
neither goodnefe' of "heart, nor libe- 
rality of fentiment ; he was, on the 
contrary, one of the worthieft and 
beft of men; and, to his urbanity 
and philanthropy, the Baronefs was 
greatly indebted for the high cha- 
raifler given of her by Mrs. Stein- 
fort ; for, as (he never, oppojed any 
fcheme of benevolehce he might : a- 
dopt, he, in return, generally be- 
flowed upon her the merit ol the 
a<fUon, 
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Very contrary to the wiHies of 
Eftella/ Baronefs Stralzi, to evince 
licr regard,* infifted xvpoii licr joining, 
the family at dinner. 

Upon entering the dining hall, 
fllte found, befides^ the Baron, (to 
whom fihe had been prefented in the 
morning,) his ypungeft fopi Lord Pa- 
lamede, and the Marquis and Mar-- 
chionefs Rofenhaim. 

Lord Palamrdc^ ih wb<5fe praife 
Mrs. Slcinfort had been fo lavifli, 
fully equalled the defcription given 
him as to eiS^ernal appearance, and 
feemed fenfiblel^d agreeable in ^ his 
manners. 
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'I’he Marquis KofenhaiiB Had an 
auncrily in his countenance,' and 
hauteur in his conVerfatiOn, ; that 
iiifplred Eftella with a degree of awe 
tliat was even painful; but, whatever 
difagrecable fenfation? ftte might feel 
wlien addreffed by him, the mild 
affability of the Marchienefs more than 
recompenfedr 

This charming woman appeared 
to Eftella, not to be more than four 
or five and thtoy y^rs old; but, 
from fome converfatioii that took place 
betwixt her and the Bafeneff, ' fhe 
afterwards concluded to be fome years 
older. 

She was tall, graceful, and beau- 

L 4 
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tifully formed; and fo captivating in 
bcr manner, lhat Eftella, from the 
moment fhe beheld her, felt eager to 
obtain her notice and regard* 

In confidering her countenance, 
it ftruck Eflella as bearing a ftrong 
affinity to fome one fhe had feen 
before; but to whom fhe CQuld not 
recolle^S. 

The Marchionefs, though, in ge« 

neral, unlike the Baronefs, in refpedl 

•» 

to fudden attachments, yet felt incon- 
oeivably charmed with Eftella ; and,. 
thojLlgh' fhe upon firft bearing 

the ,hiftory, -flfccr blamed the Bafo- 
nefb's ..credulity,* in taking the young 
irreatufe under her plht^idn Itfor' 
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(he had written to the ^bbefs of the 
convent of St. Clare, and made en- 
quiries concerning her, after feeing 
and converting with her, the found it 
impotlible to condemn the prediietflion 
of the Baronefs. 

Notwithftanding the kind atten- 
tions of the Marchionefs and Baronefs, 
the pdliteoefs of Palamede, and the 
hofpitality of the Baron, EfteJla felt 
conftrained in a tbciety fo new to 
her, and eageriy embraced a hint 
given by the Baronefs, that probably 
the had not recovered the fatigue of 
her journey, to retire ^4t) her own 
apartment. 

She ,had no toondt retired, than 

1.5 
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{fee became the general of con- 

verfation. 

The Bamnefs was warrut even ^ to 
enthufiafm in her praife! Tb© Man- 
chionefs admired her artlefs manners, 
and the extreme modefty {he.pofTefTed: 
the Baron exclaimed, **’ {fee was the 
prettieft girl he had ever feen and 
the Maiqois faid^ {he would be a 
compleat beauty^ had her figdre but 
more dignity;’* 

But the perfon who was moil filent on 
t|ie fub]€*51, felt, perhaps, a warmer inter- 
eft, and more lively curiofity, oo»eerfi- 
Eftella, than any one in company^*. 


Polamedc had not fpoken a fylla^ 
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ble from the time Ihe^htd qmtted 
the room, yet his thoughts wefe fo 
fixed upon her, that he had fcarce 
heard a fentence of the converfation 
that had paflTed.. 

Eftella had not been many mi- 
nutes 111 her chamber, when fome 
gentle taps at Jbe door preluded the 
appearance of Mrs. Steinfort. 

“ Well, my dear young Lady*, 
(cried fhe upon entering ihe apart- 
ment,) I may now congratulate you 
upon having fccurcd a fafo and com^ 
fortable afylum! I affu^ you,, I am 
trejoiced at your good ^fortune. Aii<i 
how do you like my Lady and the ' 
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Baron? Are they not a worthy cou- 
ple ?” 


Eilella uttered every grateful ex- 
preffiou her heart c(wld di«flate, to 
Mrs. Steinfort, for her introduflion 5 
and bellowed the warmell encomiums 

*K 

upon the Baron and Baronefs,* parti- 
cularly. upon the latter; and then 
enquired, if the Marquis and Mar- 
chionefs Rofenhaim were related to the 
family? 

“ Yes,., (replied Mrs. Steinfort;) 
the Marchionefs . is my Lady's own 
filler. ' Is fire dot a chatming woman, 
Mifs E^lfe? To look a« her* Who 
would fijppoie*fhe‘likd ^wn up^Chil- 
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dren!i. Yet fuch is the fad* Her 
daughter was married a few- months 
"ago to Count Altenburgh ; and her fon 
is at prefent travelling, and our Lord 
Fri burgh is hi^ companion. We ex- 
ped them back in about two months 
time ; and, till then, the Mar- 
quis and Marchionefs will remain 
here.'* 

The Marchionefs is, indeed, % 

■# 

lovely woman, (returned Eftella,) 
’liS irapoffible to behold her without 
feeling both love and admiratioh !“ 

“ And the Countefi, her daugh- 
ter, ia Juft fuch another fweet crea- 
ture !, (rejoined Mr& Steinfort.) Ob, 
’tis a charming family, ■ Mift Eftella, 
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except the mum, for 

that ! I do not love to rail, or eife 
I could tell you a. few anecdotes con- 
cerning him that would not encreafe 
your good opinion T* 

Why, it is an unpleafant tafk 
to dwell .upon the failings of man- 
kind !’* (Anfwered Eftella.) 

^ It is indeed, Mifs! (returned 
Mrs. Steinfort.) And therefore I do 

not love to fpeak concerning the Mar- 

,1* 

quis." 

Then enquiring of EftcUa, if (he 
had every thjng ftie defired ; or, if 
Ihe Ihould fend a female fervant to 
dtend her ; * and being aflfured in 




Tin: FOREST. 


23 r 


reply, that fhc wanted ^no afliftance, 
Mrs. Steinfort retired with many ex- 
preffions of kindnefs and good will* 

Eftclla, when left alone, found 
it impoffiblc to clofe her eyes. The 
flrangc manner in which fttc had 
efcaped the power of Ifenburgh, and 
the flattering hope that (he luid fe- 
cured powerful friends and protedoi's, 
overpowered her mind with joy. 

Then the viciffitudes fhe had ex- 
perienced during the lafl fix months 
of licr^ life crowded upon her ima^» 
gloat ion ; and laftly, the tender re- 
col teation of her beJov’^ed Sigifmnl|4* 
and the infupportable idea, that fee 
died ia the convi^lion of her 
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hood* torture<l*her with unfpeakable 
angui(h ; and it was not till the 
approach of day-light that fleep fet- 
tled upon her eye-lids, and lulled her 
to a temporary repofe. 








